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** MEXICO 


Zacatecas, Capita! City of the State bearing its name, with its 38,000 inhabitan- 
tas, was founded and named by order of Phillip the Second, King of Spain, in 1585. 
Zacatecas is built upon hills, cs are so many of the picturesque towns in Mexico, so 
that from many of these a fine view of the surrounding country is obtained. 


Among the many architectural monuments of importance is the ancient parish 
church constructed in 1579, today the Zacatecas Cathedral, where a silver baptis- 
mal fountain may be seen, which is valued at $100,000 pesos.-Zacatecas is one of the 
most important silver mining towns in the country. 


Petroleos Mexicanos is proud to present a series of ad- 


vertisements illustrating and describing the principal 
cities in Mexico.—Zacatecas , the city presented today 
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Reholvum Ode * 42) Vion, climate is cool and invigorating. 
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Hospitality keynotes gracious living in Mexico... 


Land of contrast and charm. 


Here you will find romance and excitement; 
sightseeing, resting and relaxing amidst exotic, co- 
lorful surroundings. 

You will experience unforgettable thrills ex- 


ploring vestiges of ancient civilizations and when 


shopping in picturesque villages for unbelievably 





beautiful handmade arts and crafts. 


Everywhere ideal, springlike weather, and colonial cities with 20th 


Century conveniences. 





And... travel is so very inexpensive in Mexico. 





Come to Mexico, by train. by plane or in your own car. Plan now to visit 


Mexico... for the gayest, most stimulating, most glorious vacation ever! 


For further information. write 


DIRECCION GENERAL DE TURISMO 


Avenida Juarez 89 Mexico City, Mexico 


Cable address. DI - GE - TUR 





VISITORS IN MEXICO: 


Carry back with you the most memorable 


souvenir of your Mexican Visit 
Subscribe to. 
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Now in its 28th year of publication. 


A subscription to this unique magazine-the oldest and finest of its 
kind in all Latin America- will renew your Mexican impressions each month 
as well as contribute « grest deal toward your knowledge of this country. 


Use the coupon below and multiply your enjoyment of Mexico, 


Retes: in U. S. A. or Canada - Two Dollers 50 cents for one year, in 
Mexico 12.00 Pesos. In Englend end on ihe Continent, Five Dollars. 


Mexican Lite 


Urugvey 3 Mexico City Mexico 


Please send me “MEXICAN LIFE” tor one year, starting with the 


issue. | enclose $ ____ (check or money order). 
Neme 
Stree: 


City State 


Please send to the following names “MEXICAN LIFE” for one year, starting with 





Mexican Life 


Uruguay No. 3 Mexico City 
Telephone: 19-59-78 
Published on the first dey of every month 


at sistrado como Articulo de 22 Clese ei 22 de Octubre de 1927 


Nwmber 9 Volume XX Vill 
September 1. 1952 


HOWARD S. PHILLIPS 
EDITOR 


Can Mexico Absorb Immigration? 


HE growth of Mexico’s population during the 
past hundred years, unlike that of the United 
States, has not been mainly due to a large in- 
flux of foreign settlers. European immigration, 

excepting the original Spanish colonisis, has never 
reached important proportions here betause Spain 
throughout the Colonial era restricted immigration to 
its own nationals, while prolonged internal strife and 
instability which seriously impeded the country's de 
velopment through several generations after it achie- 
ved independence likewise tended to discourage for 
eign homeseekers. 

It was President Porfiiro Diaz who, believing 
that Mexico’s economic and cultural progress could 
be accelerated by the absorbtion of foreigners, sought 
to attract immigration. A considerable number of 
foreigners came to Mexico during the three decades 
of his rule; though in majority they were tradesmen 
or investors and employees in mining or railway en- 
terprise, and, save for a few isolated instances of 
group migration and attempts of colonization in set- 
tlements, they were not the type of men who sought 
to make their home in this country tilling its soil. 

From the viewpoint of Mexico’s national inter- 
ests these isolated projects of agricultural coloniza- 
tion have been of slight success or benefit. In most 
eases the foreign colonists. unable to adjust their 
living standards to the low level prevalent among 
the native farmers, eventually abandoned the land 
and moved to the cities to engage in more profitable 
oeeupations, or turning individualistic. have carved 
out large holdings for themselves and became em- 
ployers of native peasants. The most permanent and 
successful of foreign colonists have been closely knit 
religious groups who have been fully as interested in 
perpetuating their religious culture and beliefs as 
they have been in earning a living. Three such groups 
persist in Mexico today—the Mormons in Chihuahua 
and Sonora, the Menonites in Chihuahua, and the Mo- 
tokans in Lower California. 

From the Mexican viewpoint, however, even these 
colonies have not been entirely successful, for the 
reason that they represent isolated and unassimilable 
settlements. tending to perpetuate heterogeneity in 
a countrv that is striving toward social and racial 
homogeneity. 


The ahove observations have been prompted by 
the reports that negotiations are being carried out at 
rresent between the governments of Mexico and Italy 
for the admission of Italian immigrants upon a large 
seale (100.009 families) for settlement in agrieultu- 
ral colonies Mexieo. in this respect, is endeavovringe 
to eontribute its share toward relieving Italv’s basic 
neoblem of overnonnlation. According to tentative 
n'ans the nroieet will be adeqnatelv financed and the 
elonies established on tracts of suitable land will be 
ah'e toe heeome selfsupporting from the ontset. 


Despite its apparent plausibility the project, how 
ever, arouses the inevitable question: How is it that 
while thousands of Mexican farm laborers are aban- 
doning their country to seek the means of livelihood in 
the United States, Mexico can afford to receive immi- 
grants from Europe?t 

For we must not forget that although Mexico has 
great extensions of very thinly populated territory, 
its territory suitable for agriculture is extremely small. 
Much has been done in the past twenty years by gov- 
ernment initiative to increase the nation’s tillable area 
by means of irrigation, and much is yet to be done 
But even when all the latently productive lands are 
completely reclaimed the tillable area will represent 
only twelve percent of the total national territory. 

It is calculated, moreover, that approximately a 
million Mexican peasants are yet to be provided with 
ejido land. The incessant migration of laborers across 
the border is, in fact, derived from this landless sur- 
plus. It is also a lamentable fact that some forty per- 
cent of the farmers settled on ejido lands have par- 
cels that are too small to assure an adequate liveli- 
hood. In order to provide a satisfactory existence for 
Mexico’s surplus farm labor the country needs some 
twenty million hectares of tillable soil, which even 
the most ambitious plans of irrigation cannot assure 
in the foreseeable future. 

Added to this, the growth of Mexico’s popula- 
tion, amounting at this time to almost a million a 
year, further aggravates the problem of land short- 
age. Improvement in agricultural methods, such as 
seed selection and mechanization, is enlarging the 
yield of the soil; but human genius cannot create 
water where it does not exist, nor can it convert end- 
less ranges of inaccessible mountains into fertile farm 
lands. 

For this reason Mexico, whose population is !ar- 
gely agricultural, and therefore economically poor, 
has been striving to bolster its economy through in- 
dustrialization. It has been creating factories that 
ean provide employment, that can utilize native raw 
materials and render it autonomous in industrial goods. 
On the other hand, the ultimate success of its indus- 
trialization must depend upon the development of 
an ample domestic market, upon the elevation of ma- 
terial standards among the bulk of its population, 
which are sadly retarded because of the scarcity of 
land 

Thus Mexico is confronted by an economie prob- 
lem whose final solution will require years of giant 
effort. And at this moment large-scale agricultural 
immigration hardly seems to provide a helpful means. 
On the contrary, it might further complicate the prob- 
lem. 

Mexico's willingness to cooperate internationally 
in all efforts that mav assure economic stability and 
peace in the world at large is both admirable and de 
sirable. But its international policy must be based on 
its own internal needs 
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Maestro 


VERY Mexican town and village has its plaza 
and every plaza its bandstand, On ‘’ plaza days 

when the band performs, the people flock to 

the square to promenade, gossip, and flirt. In 

d times propriety ruled that the men promenade 
clockwise, the women counterclock wise lhe custom 
till persists, but in many towns the messages that 

ne passed shyly trom eve to eye are now ealled 


fro 


gaily aloud, and frequently in terms learned 
the latest Holly wood movie 

The band leader is anonymous—as any tradition 
is anonymous. Ile is the heart and the depository ol 

happy and venerable custom. 

Gregorio Luyandoe of Cuernavaca is acelaimed 
as dean of all band leaders in Mexico by virtue of 
his age, his work, and the respect in which he is held 
Fifty years a musician, he is seventy-two and looks 
a young sixty. [lis father, a soldier who was devoted 
to music, sent his son through a music school. So 
great was Gregorio’s aptitude that he was still little 
more than a boy when he was entrusted with his own 
band—that of the Ninth Cavalry Regiment—in the 
giddy Mexico City of the days of -Porfirio Diaz 

Those were the times!’ he sighs ‘‘What ele 
gant coaches! What beautiful women!’’ 

The Maestro’s brilliance as a teacher was early 
recognized. In his long, full career he organized bands 
in (uautla, Puebla, and Cuernavaca. In Cuautla, a 
famous spa where he was called to teach youngsters 
who showed talent, he got together the youngest train 
ed band in the country. His boys were so small that 
when they played on public occasions people threw 
money to them. He sternly forbade them to accept 
it 
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By Sylvie Martin 


Giod knows, they could have used the money ! 
he reealls Isut to seramble for centavos in the pla- 
za when they were public servants would have dis 
yraced them and me. A musician must have dig 
nity 

Dignity the Maestro has, and the sweetness of a 
good man who has never had to work any harms 
Ilis men, whose ages range from twelve to forty, love 
him. “‘Il am old in years,”” he confided, **but with 
my boy s, | too am a boy. We play together, and not 
only on instruments. To love musie they must enjoy 
it. To enjoy it, they must enjoy me.”’ > 

Don Gregorio’s musicians are employed by the 
municipality of Cuernavaca. Theirs is not an easy 
life. In addition to rehearsals, they play in the plaza 
for the promenade three times a week. Besides this 
they are on eall not only by the municipality but 
by the State of Morelos, of which Cuernavaca is the 
capital 

They provide the entertainment at state and city 
functions, lead parades on the frequent national holy 
days, inaugurate new schools and publie buildings 

In one two-week period, for example, they play- 
ed at the barracks on Soldiers’ Day and at the thea- 
ter for a national conference of health officers; they 
officially opened a new school, and helped to unveil 
a publie monument. The last was an important state 
oecasion which the President himself attended, and 
almost worthy of the four magnifieent rings which 
the Maestro wears, their stones flashing in the sun 
The rings are his only coneession to vanity 


Continued on page 65 
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A Fiesta of 


Ancient Mexico 


By Frederick A. Peterson 


(Photos by the author. Courtesy of the Wenner-(iren 


Foundation for Anthropological Research.) 


IIE people living in Tenochtitlan, before the ar 
rival of Cortés, divided their years up into eight 
een months of twenty days each, with five ‘‘use 
less days’’ left over at the end. Each month a 

separate religious fiesta was held, usually dedicated 
to some particular deity. The fiesta generally was held 
during the last five days of the month, and reached 
the natural climax on the last day. 

One particularly dramatic fiesta was called ‘*Tox 
eatl,’’ which has the meaning of ‘‘something dry,’’ al 
though some authors also associate it with a garland 
of popeorn and incense burners. 

This fiesta was held in honor of two powerful dei 
ties, Texeatlipoca and Huitzilipochtli, simultaneously 
Tezeatlipoca and Huitzilipochtli are really brothers, 
and were the favorite patrons of the Mexica-Culhua 
people, (popularly ealled Aztees). Huitzilipochtli is 
the Sun-God and the Aztee War-God. Tezeatlipoca is 
God of night and darkness, patron of witches and rob 
bers, omnipotent, omniscient, eternally young, hand 
some, and a mighty warrior. To tell the story of the 
fiesta from the point of view of both deities would 
take too long, so the author has decided to limit de 
tails of the fiesta to the viewpoint of the particular 
deity called Tezeatlipoea. 

The ceremony was held to ask for water from the 
sky for the crops, and for other favors from the gods 
A general prayertime was held to ask many things of 
the principal gods, and Tezeatlipoca was especially 
honored and invoked. 

The ceremony gave the people a pageant or gene- 
ral picture of the life of the deity, and was a favorite 
way of letting the deity know that he was still in 
favor. 

Drought was something taken seriously in ancient 
Mexico. as it still is today in modern Mexico. Pray- 
ers are offered, even at present, to various pagan and 
Christian deities and saints for this evil to he lifted 
from the land. Tlaloe. the ancient Rain God is still 
propitiated in some places, and sacrifices of chickens 
made to him. 

To begin the fiesta of Toxecatl the statue of the 
deity was dressed in rich new finery. The old clothes 
were carefully taken off and put into special boxes 
where they were kept with a great deal of ceremonial 
reverence. 

Every dav. for ten days before the fiesta of Tox 
eat] was to begin a priest, dressed in the clothes of 
Tezeatlipoea, would come out of the temple playing 
a flute. He plaved to the four directions, which sig- 
nified that those present on earth and those who were 
absent were to pav attention. Then he picked up some 
dirt with his middle finger and stuck it into his 
mouth. The rest of the people did the same, while 
they went through manv contortions with wailing. 
moaning sighing and weening accompaniment. They 
kept their eves nvlifted while they said prayers asking 
for favors or to he remembered and to have some of 
their earthly hurdens removed. 

Sinners asked that their sins may not be revealed, 


Young Warrior, From Oaxaca. (Courtesy. E. BR. Frissell) 


as they had more fear of earthly authority than of 
punishment from the deity. This attitude is common 
in Mexican religion, as there was no future punish 
ment, no Christian purgatory. It was not the way 
they lived which determined the final resting place, 
but the manner in which they died 

Soldiers asked for victory in coming battles: and 
for many ‘captives for sacrifice. The soldiers were 
continually making plans for new conquests and al 
ways attempted to cajole the gods into taking sides, 
This is an age-old practice. 

In private homes, especially ones that had relati 
ves killed in battle, auto-sacrifice was practiced. This 
consisted of sticking sharp cactus spines in the ton- 
gue, ears, feet, arms and genitals. The bloody spines 
were then placed in front of the household idol and 
the idol was annointed with drops of blood. 

A human sacrifice was the climax of this fiesta 
and ancient writers state that two men were chosen, 
one to represent Tezcatlipoca and the other Huitzili 
pochtli. Whether or not this sacrifice of Toxcat] was 
peculiar to the Aztees cannot be said at present, but 
the supposition that there were similar local variations 
of this fiesta in territories conquered by the Aztees 
seems logical. 

All sources affirm that the victim was a captive 
of war, young, good-looking, without bodily flaw, of 
good disposition, and of the nobility. Prisoners from 
Huexotzingo, Cholula and Tlaxcala were especially 
prized. The victim was chosen by the priests on the 
day of the sacrifice of his predecessor. 

As the victim was intended to act as the earthly 
inearnation of the powerful Tezcatlipoca it was neces 
sary for him to have the qualities and virtues of the 
deity 

* * . 








Deeth Head From Valley of Puebia 


All sources agree that the representative of Tezea 
tlipoca was dressed in the same way as the idol in 
the main temple. According to many ancient authors 
the clothes the idol wore, including the ornaments 
were as follows 

Shining ear ornaments of gold and silver: in the 
lower lip a labret of roek-erystal, with a hole drilled 
in it, into whieh was placed a green or blue feather, 
an ear-shaped ornament of gold worn in the hair, ha 
ving the hieroglyphs for smoke on it, which symboli 
zecl the prayers of the sinners and the afflicted that 
arrived to his ears. This ear-shaped ornament served 
as a terminal to a brilliant gold band which kept the 
hair tied in a braid 

Between the gold ear-shaped ornament and the 
gold band jutted out many white stork feathers. On 
his necklace of jade hung a gold jewel, so large that 
it covered the chest, while on both arms he wore gold 
bracelets 

In his left hand he held a fan of green, blue and 
vellow feathers, that stuck out of a round polished 
piece of gold llis face was crossed bv three bands 


of wold, and three bands of shinv metallic substanee 


Incense Burner From Valley of Mexico 


probably pyrites In his other hand he held four 
darts, meaning that he deait out punishment for 
SITS 

fhe representative of this decorative idol was 
sail to wear guid bells on his ankles, and to his right 

was tied a deers hoot signifying swiftness. ile 
wore a mantle like a net, very elaborately woven in 
biack and white, with a fringe of white, black and 
red imitation flowers, made of feather mosaic. He 
wore a necklace of precious green stones, had his hair 
adorned with teathers, and continually carried a clay 
Liute 

On his back he wore an ornament made of a white 
cloth pouch, with many fringes and faney edging. He 
wore an elaborate loincloth, embroidered ali around 
the edges, and ocelot skin sandals 

Aiter the representative of Tezeatlipoca was cho 
sen from among the prisoners of war he was bathed 
by the priests, after which he was dressed with the 
clothes and insignia of the deity. He was given the 
name of Tezeatlipoca and the authority of the deity 
Ile was guarded by the Tax Collectors and Household 
(iuard of the King 

These guards, called Calpixque, had the respon 
sibility for his safety and edueation. They taught 
him all of the “‘noble’’ arts affected by the ruling 
class: singing, oratory, playing a clay flute, smoking 
a reed pipe and the delicate art of carrying and 
smelling flowers 


Ile was given a special room of honor in the main 
temple and was served only by nobility, an honor usu- 
ally reserved only to the King. When he went out 
he was accompanied by many people, those nearest 
to him being entirely of the nobility 

Whenever he went out to walk about the city 
or the suburbs the people came out of their houses 
and saluted him as though he were actually the god 
himself, come to earth. Many people, especially the 
sick and poor, asked him to alleviate their burdens. 
He was very gracious to all who approached him, and 
when he was near everyone prostrated themselves or 
knelt and kissed the ground 

Some chroniclers say that he was put in a cage 
at night, others that he went out around midnight and 
not during the day, while Padre Sahagun writes that 

Continued on page 56 
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Durango, 


Durango 


By Herbert Joseph Manghem 


song title joins the occasional cluster of old timers 

in the Hotel Roma lobby, he will suspect that 

he has come to one of the most interesting cities 
and one of the most interesting states in Mexico. 
When he looks around from the roof terraces, his 
suspicion will deepen. When he talks with the visit- 
ing business men, he will realize that Durango has 
not only a past and a present but a future. 

Those old timers speak casually of gold, battles, 
great estates and herds. Visualize a single herd of 
50,000 goats! The State of Durango is large and the 
population comparatively small, so people tend to do 
things in a large way. 

Its history has been stormy.; The State had three 
forts for protection against the Indians. All of the 
revolutionary movements had robust repercussions 
there; without Durango’s cattle and gold they would 
have been badly crippled. Pancho Villa coursed 
through the State and met his death not far from 
the city of Durango. It was on the Rancho de San 
Juan de Dios that the five priests, friends and fol- 
lowers of Hidalgo, the great liberator, were shot in 
1812. One street in Durango is named after General 
Pedro Negrete, who took the city in 1821, and another 
after General Esteban Coronado, who captured it in 
1858. 

The town was settled in 1563 and elevated to the 
rank of city by King Phillip TV in 1621. Its eultural 
traditions are old; the Jesuits founded a college in 
1594 in the building that now houses the Institute of 
Juarez, half a block from the Plaza. 

The cathedral facing the Plaza, one of the most 
heautiful in the republic, was begun in 1695 and fin- 
ished in the early Nineteenth Century. One of the 
musts for a visitor is to get someone to show him 
the ghost of the nun that nightly haunts one of the 
towers. 


| the visitor in this town with the name like a 


In one of the fabulous periods, about a century 
ago, the Count de! Suchil built the house with the 
beautiful facade which now houses the store known 


ou By Rodolfo Segovia 


as Numero 11, and Don Jose de Sambrano erected 
the luxurious residence now used for the Govern 
ment Palace. The latter also built the Victoria 
Theater, which was remodeled in 1910 but is essen 
tially the same building. His wealth came from the 
Teeolota silver mine. He is said to have laid a side 
walk of silver bars four feet wide and 150 feet long 
in front of the church when his first child was 
christened. He took it right up again. 

The turn of this century was a period of more 
widespread wealth. Mampimi, now a village, was then 
a vigorous mining town of 25,000 inhabitants, many 
of them Americans, Germans, and Spaniards. The 
Ojuela gold mine there, managed by a German named 
Carlos Reid, paid a dividend of 75 pesos a share every 
month. That was when the peso for a short time was 
worth slightly more than the dollar. The State was 
largely responsible for Mexico's leading the world in 
silver production in 1905, with a valuation of $71,902, 


500, the United States being second with $70,806,600, 


according to American statistics. 

The Principal Theater and the railway station 
built at that time were about the finest in Mexico; 
the Principal is a movie theater now, with its copper 
roofing partly gone and most of its second-story win 
dow lights out, but the station is still a creditable 
building. Many of the wealthy residences are now 
cheap hotels and rooming houses along the streets 
leading from the station to the Plaza. One of the 
most interesting has beeome the Zalenro Restaurant, 
on the east side of the Cathedral 


Durango stands on a plateau bordered by an 
almost perfect circle of mountains. The spectacular 
red mountain to the north, Cerro del Mercado, is 
almost solid iron, the souree of supply for the great 
steel industry of Monterrev. One has to go to northern 
Sweden to see anvthing like it. On the mountain te 
the weet is the Randera monument, whose dignity and 
simplicity should serve as an example to other loea- 
lities that feel imnelled to erect memorials. The view 
from the top of it is one to call out all adjectives, 
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Parks and plazas dot the city. The largest is the 
Parque Guadiana, It and the Alameda are less formal 
than most Mexican parks. The statisties on the ro 
mance incited by the great green trees and the wind 
ing stream through the Alameda would raise the na 
tion's eyebrows a full half inch. The section near the 
Parque and the Colonia Vizeaya on the opposite side 
of town have attractive new houses in contrast to the 
lal The visitor who wishes to stay for a while can 
it family size house for 150 pesos, of about #18 
monthly New Yorkers take notice! A hotel 
with hath and private terrace is ten pesos a day 


rent 
small 
reve 
old residenees and the cdeeaved theaters 
and hotels give an initial impression of a city of ta: 
The first thing that causes the visi 
Perhaps in 10 
well-dres 


Those 


nished grandeur 
tor to alter his judgment is the people 
other Mexico will one see so many 
people on the street. Hluaraches have almost en 
away to and comparatively few 
the cheap, curiously off-color elothing 
sold in the markets. Most men wear neat business suits 
The climate, because of the 6,000-foot altitude, is such 
that a man ean wear his coat at nearly all times with 


fown mn 
sect 
shoes 


tirely given 


people wear 


Counsel 


September, 1952 


LIFE 
comfort. Sport clothes seldom appear except on the 
tennis courts 

The people, like the State, are rugged—taller 
than in the south. Ramon Navarro came from here 
and Dolores del Rio was born on the corner south 
west of the Cathedral. She is an Indian type fairly 
common im Durango. The Chamber of Commerce 
doesn’t promise a D.d.R. in every bloek, but the girls 
are pretty. They are lithe creatures who would look 
well on galloping horses. The Tehuanas’ reputation as 
the most beautiful Indian women in Mexico may be 
due in part to the glamor of one of the world’s most 
eve-filling costumes. I would like to see a beauty con 
test between the Tehuanas and the Duranguefias 
There are a number of youths quite as handsome 1s 
Navarro, too 

The visitor will also notice some significant new 
structures, such as the luxurious municipal pool in 
the Parque Guadiana, the great Templo del Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus, which is as distinctive in its way 
as the Cathedral and the Hotel San Jorge. Few tour 
ists come here, because it is off the beaten paths, but 
many business men, both Mexican and American, ap- 
praise the Duranguefias between deals 


By Cosette Middleton 


IIE pieces of the pattern do not fit 


Together, still one little sound may be 


The answer to your own identity 


A measure from a phantom tune may knit 


The words so that a song falls into place; 


A blossom-seent not yet identified 


May cirele you with meadows, clean and wide; 


A crowd may merge into one, wistful face 


The touch of fingers may bring back a warm 


Familiar handelasp, and a whisper form 


A secret vow, or you may recognize 


Yourself in someone else's searching eyes. 


A voice, a glanee, a fragrance or a song 


Will tell you who you are, where you belong. 





Among my Guests 


OUR unusual guests arrived at my inn and left 
within a week. The first to come was a Miss 
Dodwell, an Englishwoman of what the Professor 
gallanthly described as uncertain age, for, though 

she had gilttering golden hair, she was seventy if she 
was a clay. She arrived alone in a station wagon piled 
with luggage, and | put her in the room next to For 
dyee. 

Directly after lunch she went out to inspect the 
huerta, set up an easel a few yards from where Caye- 
tano was working and began to paint and to chatter 
in pidgin Spanish. Presently, from the roof terrace 
where | was working, | saw Cayetano, rather pink, 
making for the tool shed, but five minutes later the 
chatter was resumed, and there was Silvanito holding 
her brushes. Ile, too, looked very ill at ease 

At cocktail time she was the life and soul of the 
party, though it was clear after the first drink—and 
Miss Dodwell! did not confine herself to one—that any 
man within winking distance was fair game to her. 
Halfway through supper she said I looked lonely at 
my table, picked up her glass, and came and sat be 
side me, holding my hand throughout the rest of the 
meal. 

Later she proposed bridge. She ordered a double 
brandy and insisted on partnering the Professor, but 
by how her gaiety was such that she would bid noth 
ing but hearts. Rather unsurprisingly, her luck at 
eards was astonishing and in spite of her ececntricity 
the game was prolonged. Finally, however, Mrs. Foun- 
tannevy made a small slam. 

‘‘Rubber!’’ cried Miss Dodwell and fell flat on 
her face. 

Professor Fountanney and I earried her to her 
room. As we laid her on the sofa a strand of hair 
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caught in the Professor's glasses, and her whole coif- 
fure fell to the floor. Miss Dodwell was bald as a 
coot, 

I don’t know what oceurred during the night, but 
in the morning Fordyce, who never appears normally 
until lunchtime, tackled me at the breakfast table. 

‘Look here,’’ he said. ‘‘Either that floozie goes 
or l go a 

That was that. At midday Miss Dodwell departed 
in her station wagon for the Nido Hotel in Chapala. 
Fun though she was, | had other guests to consider 
and felt obliged to tell her that her room was booked. 

As a matter of fact a guest did arrive that even- 
ing. An Episcopalian minister from Oregon, and clear 
ly rich, he adopted a democratic manner with us all 
and announced that he had come to Mexico in order, 
as he put it, to give his parishioners a holiday for a 
few months. Every morning he bathed in the lake 
before breakfast, and on Sundays he walked up the 
mountain to sing his favorite hymns, standing alone in 
a deep gully high above the Eye of Water. For a vi- 
sitor in a Latin country he was very outspoken about 
the Catholie Church, and the general trend of his 
talk was such that | was not surprised when, after a 
day or two, | heard him ask the Professor what he 
thought about the Great Russian Experiment. Pro- 
fessor Fountanney regarded him for a moment. 

‘“When I was a boy,’’ he said, ‘‘mvy friends’ expe 
riments as thev called them usually filled the house 
with very unpleasant smells. That is, if they failed 
to blow anything up.’’ 

Evervone laughed, but the minister was not amus- 
ed. and the next morning he, too, packed his bags and 
left to join Miss Dodwell at the Nido—just in time 
to miss the arrival of the Prineess in Ajijic 
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The Princess was bleached, with upswept hair, a 
beautiful make-up, an excellent figure, and simple, ex 
pensive clothes. The man had curly brown hair, a 
eurly brown beard, and he wore sandals and a Ha 
waiian printed shirt 

At anything under fifty yards,’’ as somebody 
who had spotted them in Guadalajara afterward ob- 
served, ‘‘it was obvious that he was twenty years 
younger than she. A beard doesn't really age a man, 
but old women with young lovers always seem to think 
it does."’ 

As | came into the patio the young man rose, 
standing a little way behind the woman's chair, and 
the woman smiled. Her appearance was as artificial 
as that of a porcelain figurine, but she had charm, 
and it was natural charm. 

‘Good morning, is this an awkward time to ar 
rive?'’ she said, and though the intonation of her voice 
was cosmopolitan, it had a Middle Western timbre. 

We heard about this lovely place in Guadalajara. I 
am the Princesse de Lamballe. We should like a 
room 

They looked a little above my standards, but J 
showed them round, and they chose the corner room 
that had two big windows. I saw the woman look 
quickly at the door of the closet to see if there were 
another door, leading to a bathroom, There wasn't 
but she didn’t say anything. I told them I'd have 
their lugwage sent along 

‘Hlere are the keys of the rumble,’’ said the young 
man, who was clearly not the Prince de Lamballe. He 
looked shy 

Lamballe’’’ said the Professor doubtfully. ‘‘I 
though that title was extinct. The house of Eibeuf 
I believe. Maybe a eadet branch—perhaps she’s di 
voreced : 

Ilowever, she was not the first woman to hang 
onto a title, whether spurious or genuine, or to have 
a young lover, and it was none of it any business of 
mine. | hoped their visit would pass quietly. But, 
without doing anything but behave naturally and ni 
cely, they disrupted the entire household. I tried not 
onee but many times to tell the servants, jointly and 
severally, that it was impolite to stare. But in vain. 
They were so eminently stareworthy, the Princess and 
the young man. There was nothing at all about them 
that was ordinary, that conformed to any standard 
that Ajijie had ever heard of. Cayetano, offering the 
Professor the soup, went into a trance with his head 
slewed round, gazing at the other table. Lola fell up 
the steps, her eyes boring into the young man. Silva 
nito simply anchored himself as near as possible to 
where they were sitting and set a world’s record in 
time passed without blinking. Nieves took an unpa 
ralleled time fixing their room and eame out bubbling 
with inside titbits 

‘She's done nicely for herself, but it doesn’t seem 
just, with so many pretty young women about,’’ said 
Lola, and the eyes glittered in her fat ‘brown cheeks. 

The Professor, surprisingly enough, was a little 
overawed. lle always looked away when either of 
them came out of the room the whole household knew 
they were sharing, but when they were not looking, 
he stared at them almost as hard as the servants did. 
Perhaps his time sense was outraged for the Princess 
looked, in spite of her modern dress, rather as if she 
had been preserved under glass at the Petit Trianon, 
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a delicate piece of biseuit de Sevres that would break 
at a toueh. Mr. Fountanney treated them as she did 
everybody else, and one evening she took them to play 
poker with Mr. Humpel. I found them both polite. ap- 
preciative of what there was, and with enough sense 
not to ask for things that there obviously weren't. 

The staring household they could, I think, have 
overlooked, but the staring village proved too much 
for them. When they went for a walk on the beach, 
everyone stared; children followed them about, and 
if they sat down anywhere, adults gradually collected 
around them, silent and intent. So t) ey. too, followed 
the minister and Miss Dodwell dow. to the Nido. 

I asked Venustiano what it ‘vas about them that 
made the village stare, but he couldn’t or wouldn't 
tell me 

**Yes all the fools are chattering about them,’’ 
he said, ‘‘but they didn’t draw my attention. The 
beard of a man and the blouse of a woman 


N UNEXPECTED guest arrived. His name was 

Fordyce. He was thirtyish, tall and pale, and he 
looked as if he expected at any moment to be offered 
an insult, which he was ready to repay with a hefty 
kick. I thought perhaps after that he might feel bet 
ter, but I did not feel sufficiently selfsacrificing to 
try my theory out myself. He took the remotest 
room, disappeared into it, and sent to ask for supper 
in hed 

Thereafter he seldom appeared, and when he did, 
he hurriedly crossed the terrace and went for a walk 
on the beach, rarely acknowledging a greeting. If 
the terrace were empty, he might sit down there, but 
as soon as he saw somebody coming he got up and 
left. All the newspapers and magazines went to his 
room and stayed there till Nieves brought them out 
Ile ate mostly in his room, but every now and then 
he would appear in the dining room and sit at a small 
table in the corner with that kiek ready. If I asked 
him whether his food or the service had been satis- 
factory, he hesitated a moment. studied the far side 
of the lake, and said in faint bored tones, ‘‘It was 
all rieht, T think.’’ 

Mrs. Fountanney asked him if he didn't think 
the view magnificent 

“If vou like views,’’ he said 

The Professor told him his wife had been stung 
by a hornet while picking peaches 

‘What else did she expect?’’ he asked. 

We told him Lady Connemara weuld like to in- 
vite him to lunch at Rendel’s. 

‘Old ecow,’’ he said, which I took to be a refu- 
sal. 


Mr. Humpel said, ‘‘The young man does me sor- 
row, for he weighs too light. I like to send him this 


fine German buttermade cake.’ 

Fordyce returned no thanks to Mr. Humpel, but 
he ate the cake. 

Lady Connemara buttonholed him on the beach, 
when he was caught between 2 wall and the herd of 
goats, and asked him what he was doing here in 
Ajijic. 

‘*Minding my own business,”’ he said 





ito Pérez 


(Continued from the August Number) 


HAT about love, Pito Perez?’ 1 asked 

Ilas it treated you generously or cruelly?’ 

‘My friend, don’t rub salt into my wounds. 

Never mention the noose in the house of 
a man who has been hanged. Love is the distillery 
of all my bitterness; the mirror of all my disillusion 
ment. They say a woman has more drawing-powet 
than a yoke of oxen. | believe it; but women have 
used their strength against me; not to draw me to 
them, but to push me away. | am telling you this 
in confidence; in any case my failings are no secret 
Drunken and deceitful as I am, love might have re 
generated me, but that impertinent little god never 
came close enough to redeem me without making a 
mock of me. With his innocent, childish hands he 
broke all the springs of my will 

‘Do I go through life dirty, disheveled, and dis 
solute? What does it matter, since I have no one who 
cares how I keep myself? 

‘Do | work? Who cares, since | have no one to 
keep? 

‘Ilas anyone ever taken a loving interest in me? 
Only you, to whom I'm telling my story. And have 
you bothered to know me, or to study me with any 
tolerance? No. You want me to tell vou my adven 
tures. my Periquillo’s travels, my Gil Blas sophistries 
so yau may laugh. But have you noticed that my 
tricks are not merry ones? I’m not a generous spirit; 
I did not enjov a carefree childhood like those who 
reach maturity along the straight and narrow way 
who end by preaching morality while they rock the 
erad'le. No, I'll be bad to the end. drunk until I die 
pickled in aleohol. I'll be envious of other people’s 
good fortune because I have never had any of my 
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own. I'll be cursing, because that’s my revenge 
against those who despise me, I'll make no effort 
to reform, Only cowards offer to make amends or to 
recant, and I shall never do either. Humanity is the 
hypocrite who spends his life praising God, thinking 
to deceive Him by calling upon the name of Jesus 
and by cursing and denying the Devil without pity. 

‘The poor little Devil! I’m so sorry for him, He 
has never heard a word of compassion or of affection. 
Men are really unbearably stupid. When they address 
Giod, they do so in formulas which are prepared for 
each occasion: ‘‘Help us; Lord, give us our daily 
bread; have merey on us!’’ They beg God to free 
them from pain as they would a dentist, But they 
search out the Devil shamefacedly when they want 
dissipation; they sink into all the delights of sin 
without giving the Devil even one ‘‘Thanks, my De- 
vil."" On the contrary, he even has to listen while 
men give thanks to God, after stolen pleasures, for 
the joy they have known 

‘I don’t know that Faust ever once thanked the 
Devil for his youth, his love, and the money he recei 
ved from the Devil’s hands 

‘The Devil moves in shadowy circles, struggling 
against hatred and envy, denied every affection, every 
sentiment of tenderness 

‘The Devil never knew a mother’s warmth: Je 
sus was born of a virgin who was al! purity and all 
love. The Devil might hate evil and love good. but 
he is not the master of his own free will: he was 
condemned to love hate and to hate love. and he ean 
never change his destiny 

‘Jesus Christ died onee with al) the sufferings 
of a human being: the Devil will suffer his own tor 
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as those which 
ihe poor little Devil. hiow 


tures century alter century, as well 
Dante invented tor him 
i pity iin 
lito Perez, pardon me tor interrupting your dia 
bolieal cdisquisitions, but lim eager to know about 
your amorous triumphs and disasters 
wel Now that you oblige me, lim going 
) ow ollen and im what manner love mace 
a dupe ol me. Dut don't expect to find idylls lyrically 
entwined with moonbeams, and letters modeled on 
Lamartine and Vietor llugo My loves were 
he common people, and the one which struck 
t deeply was the first, in my childhood. It died 
in secret, without my beloved ever hearing my musi 
eal declarations 
She lived just across from my own house and 
her name was Irene. lrene—a name as pretty as she 
was. She was three or four years older than I—tall 
slim, the color of a stick of cinnamon, with breasts 
that looked like two little pears stolen and hidden 
beneath her blouse 
rhe father 
wis a muleteer without mules; the mother ground 
chocolate for the shops. Red with shame, Irene used 
to knock at the door of my house to borrow a hand 
ful of salt or a lump of sugar 
barefoot, and the sight of her feet and the glimpse 
of her legs awakened my first voluptuous thoughts 


ller family suffered great privations 


Sometimes she was 


rom the eorridor of our house, the interior ot 
hers could be seen—two beds without mattresses, an 
unvarnished table and an old bench loaded with bro 
ken flower-pots through whose holes the flowers 
bloomed like the toes of children through a wort 
out shoe 

‘Every afternoon at dusk, Irene came to her 
door and Pito Perez’s whistle sang its song of love 


I love thee in silence, 

If | were to tell thee 
‘ouldst thou then repel me 
With thy disdain? 


‘This time she must have understood me,’’ I 
used to think as I went to bed, seeing in my mind the 
little Saint John’s pears hidden under her blouse, 
and the bare feet which fared so ill against the stones 
of the street. I spent one long year of passion, a 
year of playing my little tunes, and of tender glan 
ces, without ever being able to make up my mind 
to say a word to Irene. Then came the holidays, and 
with them my brothers home from school: Joaquin, 
who was studying for the priesthood, and Francisco, 
who wanted to be lawyer and who turned out to be 
my rival, For one night | surprised him kissing 
Irene. 1 learned later that he had already kissed her 
on previous vacations 

‘I ran to the corral, sobbing over the death of 
my first love. And my brother Joaquin followed 
me 

‘Are you erying?’’ he asked me. ‘‘l know why 
Cry all you like, for tears wash love away, and they 
say that music soothes the savage breast, Pito Pe 
rez."’ 

‘I don’t doubt that, but women are ringdoves 
whose hearts are protected by a shield of feathers 
which blunts even the most poisonous arrows. Now 
vou have heard the shoddy chapter of my frustrated 
idyll; let's go on to the comedy, where, amid laughter 
and jests, | broke another lance 

‘I had an uncle who kept a store in the square 
Ile wore a Napoleon Ht goatee, a broad-brimmed hat 
and was stupider than an umbrella handle. Pardon 
me if T pass over another detail of his personality 

‘My mother, Herlinda, arranged with my uncle 
to have me enter his store as a clerk. He agreed after 


September 19o2 


j 


he had delivered me a long philippic on the question 
of honesty, insinuating that my honesty was some 


thing be decided upon by the judge ever since | had 
robbed the Captive Christ, and he advanced some 
heories concerning the merits and the advantages of 
temperance. | went to his store prepared to show the 
real San Dimas something about honesty I was de- 
termined tre tilch except what was necessary to 


keep body and soul together Lhese honest intentions 


asted unt realized that my uncle would pay me 
nothing but meager board 

The wo was hard 1 had to be on my feet 
from five o in the morning until | dropped ex 
hausted at »ecloek at night. As for something 
to drint managed to tipple all day long right undet 
my uncle's no y assuring him that | was taking 
And to corroborate my 


vrapped the flask in dark paper and 


medicine mm e drugstore 
statement ! 


pasted on it the skull 


and ecrosshbones which druggists 
used to indicate poisons 

In © r not to betray myselt by the odor, I 
mixed a ops of essence of cloves with the aguar 
diente Daily I consumed a bottle of that medicine 
in memory of the invalids of Urapa, to celebrate the 
oceasion on whieh | learned such an original method 
of therapy 


iy night the drams had gone to my head and I 
I even began 
to pity the customers, so much that I made the need 


viewed the store in a less gloomy light 


s register in their favor. The eraftier 
ones noticed it and made haste to lay in provisions 
against the moment when the Moorish Muse, as the 
establishment was called, might close 

My uncle had several daughters, as unlike one 
another as if they had had different fathers; they 
were tall anc blonde, short and dark. Chucha, the 
darkest, looke] like a lively little monkey. Her face 
was shadowed with down and her small white teeth 
were like a rat's 

‘Chucha used to take advantage of my uncle's 
siestas to come into the shop. Smiling at me inviting- 
ly, she would go up to Don Prudence—the cash-box 

and take two or three silver coins. She used to say 
that this was for a contribution to the poor who at 
tended the Lectures, but I noticed that Chucha was 
the best-dressed of my cousins and that she never 
lacked good, bright-eolored ribbons for her hair. 

‘After the smiles came conversations and ques- 
tions about the secrets of my life. 

‘Love struck me again with its poisoned darts, 
but this time I had the courage to confess it to the 
object of my passion, although it was in a place ill- 
suited to poetry—a back room of the shop amid the 
smell of cheap tobacco and of garbage. 

‘With a broken and trembling voice, I formula 
ted my suit. 

***Come Here, Chucha., I love you 

‘I love you, too, Pito.’’ 

‘One afternoon, entrenched behind a sack of 
bran, I tried to kiss her. She turned her mouth aside 
quickly, and my lips merely tickled her ear. 

‘**Have you got a toothache, Jestis? You smell 
of essence of cloves.”’ 

‘I must have smelled like the essence of drun- 
kenness to her, judging by the speed with which she 
snatched her mouth away from mine 


“My manifestations of love for Chucha and my 
sacrifice for her increased copiously. I saved the 
newest silver coins which went into the cash-box; I 
hought a tooth-brush; I eut down my table-spoonfuls 
of aleohol to eoffee-spoonfuls, and T never asked her 
to watch the shop when IT had to visit the distant and 
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evil-smelling corner of the house. Uh, wonderful love, 
full of seit-denial! 

‘My love-sickness grew worse, until it became a 
serious danger to the economic stability of the busi- 
ness. I opened negotiations with Rupert, the Torch 
Pine, who had a good reputation as a carpenter, en 
gaging him to make a broad, stout marriage-bed 
in exchange for the nails, glue, and other materials 
of his trade which we kept in stock. **Torch-Pine’’ 
asked me curiously: ‘‘Why do you want such a strong 
bed? Are you going to marry Dofia Justina at the 
inn? She weighs two hundred and seventy-five 
pounds.”’ 

‘1 wanted a wide bed in order to sleep at a re- 
spectable distance from my wife, lest she smell my 
breath, perfumed as it was with tequila, mezcal, cha- 
randa, and all the fine essences of the house. 

‘Il used to say to Chucha, putting on a very se 
rious face, ‘‘When will you give me your measure- 
ments so | can order your trousseau!’’ 

‘Night after night | planned to speak to my unele, 
informing him of my relations with his daughter, and 
asking his leave for an informal wedding. but in his 
presence my courage failed me. | was intimidated by 
his goatee, which made him resemble an antique paint- 
ing. Meanwhile, the days were passing, and I lacked 
the courage to confront that one and _ indidivisible 
trinity composed of my uncle, my employer, and my 
future father-in-law. | decided at length to commis- 
sion Don Santiago, our neighbor, to ask for Chucha’s 
hand, according to the custom in our region. Don 
Santiago was a rich and respectable bachelor, and, 
like the majority of the rich men in the village, he was 
bald and paunchy. 

‘Don Santiago listened attentively to, my request 
and made himself repeat several times the name of 
the girl he was to ask for: ‘‘It’s Chucha, isn’t it? 
That very lively one who sings a lot?’’ 

‘On the appointed night, Don Santiago appeared 
ready to petition for her hand. He was very clean and 
well-shaven and he carried his horn-handled cane in 
his right hand. Under stress of emotion | forgot my 
resolves and without taking my mouth from the flask, 
I swallowed not less than a pint of mezeal. 

‘Straining my ears toward the parlor, I seemed 
to detect that the conversation was taking a turn to- 
ward a cordial understanding. From the store I could 
hear the laughter of Don Santiago and my uncle’s 
eracked and artificial eackles, like the laughter of an 
old actor. They called Chucha to take part in that 
tripartite conference. 

‘**Now they’re asking her if she loves me,’’ I 
thought, suffering with delight. ‘‘Now she’s answer- 
ing timidly that she does. Now her parents are saying 
the customary thing, even if it isn’t true—that she is 
free to choose her husband, or to remain with them 
if she doesn’t care to marry. Now they’re choosing 
the proper place for the ceremony.’’ And as though 
reality were obeying my thoughts, I heard Don San- 
tiago’s voice saying good-bye and thanking them. I 
saw my uncle come into the shop, smiling with satis- 
faction. 

‘**He’s going to say something affectionate to 
me,’’ I thought, a little abashed. ‘‘He’s going to em- 
brace me.’’ 

‘But he went on toward the dining-room, carrying 
a bottle, without a word to me. 

‘After I had closed the store I went. all eagerness, 
to seek Don Santiago. I found him sitting in a cow- 
hide chair in the doorway of his house, smoking a 
cigar and looking very pleased. 

‘Did they consent, Don Santiago?’’ 

‘ “They consented, son, they consented.’’ 

***And where did they decide to hold the wed- 
ding?’’ 
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‘**They didn't decide. But | must tell you one 
thing, which is not at all important; and | hope you 
won t let it bother you. I asked for Chucha’s hand 
for myself, since | thought you are very young to 
take such obligations on your shoulders."’ And getting 
up from the chair, Don Santiago bade me good night 
very politely and closed the door in my face. 

‘When | went home to bed every flask in the store 
trembled. The bottles were afraid of being viol 
ated; the barrels thought their last hour had come, 
until at last Baechus took pity on me and | slept in 
his arms as in the arms of a loving father. 

‘On the days which followed, Chucha pretended 
to take no notice. and refused to talk of our love-af- 
fair. She came into the store, took her silver coins 
from the eash-box, and went out, flashing her white 
teeth at me as she used to do, with the air of an in- 
nocent, mischievous little monkey. 

‘A few days after the suit for her hand, my uncle 
told me that he was going to Morelia to settle some 
business matters and that | was to remain in the front 
of the store. Enjoying my liberty and the proceeds 
of the sales, I organized little dances in distant parts 
of the town and began to sel] merchandise on credit 
without entering the sales in a book, lest I fall into 
the miserly ways of business men. God had touched 
my heart and | enjoyed for the first time the pleas- 
ure of dealing generously with the needy. The half- 
empty shelves of the store spoke loudly of my unsel- 
fishness, and | watched without sorrow while the 
earthly goods disappeared. | was drunk with the god- 
like exercise of giving or with the alcohol | swallowed 
devoutly and abundantly 

‘My unele returned from his trip, and upon seeing 
seantily furnished shelves, he rubbed his hands with 
satisfaction. 

***What happened to the stock? It looks as though 
you had sold a good deal.’’ 

‘**Everything is sold, my uncle.’’ 

‘ «The owner went straight to the cash-box. Find- 
ing it empty, he asked, with a certain disquiet: 
‘*Where is the money?’’ 

‘**It got worn out passing from hand to hand,”’ 
I answered modestly, trying to hide my good deeds; 
for, as the Bible says, **Let not thy right hand know 
what thy left hand doeth.’’ 

‘My uncle did nut wish to see the merit of my 
conduct; his goatee trembled with indignation, and 
looking like a basilisk, he unjustly ran me out of the 
store. I left the house ‘‘with my all,’’ as Father 
Pureco would have said. 

‘1 considered Chucha as dead. When | remember 
her, even though she is the mother of many children, 
I put on an old froek coat and a silk hat and go to 
the cemetery with flowers for an imaginary tomb 

‘I know that Chucha is upset because her friends 
tell her that Pito Perez is carrying wreaths to her gra- 
ve. As for Don Santiago, he watches,me go by with 
sad, envious eyes and murmurs in a low voice, ‘‘It’s a 
pity that true beauty is so rare a thing!’’ 

‘To convince you beyond any doubt that my sign 
is unlucky in love, I'll tell you of my last adventure, 
one ended in a blood-spattered tragedy. 

‘Dofia Cliseria and her niece Soledad supported 
themselves by selling tithe corn in the vestibule of 
their house. At that time I had no work except to 
study the role of the hermit in The Gothie Dagger by 
Zorrilla, performed to celebrate the saint’s day of a 
powerful citizen in the town. During the rehearsals 
we all chattered, laughed, drank, and told funny sto- 
ries. This sententious voice of mine I owe partly to 
that production, for I took my role so to heart that 
I dramatized all the events of my life and lost touch 
with reality. I remember how during that perfor- 

Continued on page 62 
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Patterns of an Old City 


THE UNTOLD STORY 


HE ornate meni ecards bound m velvety suede 
jackets were, Haggard thought, about the only 
thing in the place of generous proportions. Every 
thing else was tightly reduced in space—-the 
tables, the aisles, the height of the ceiling. People sat 
back to back or face to tace jammed in uncomfortable 
intimacy, their conversation, defeating itseli, iused in 
a sustained din within the hazy smoke-laden air. The 
paradox of luxurious discomfort, he thought. Aloof 
ness is not always the attribute of «nubs, With some 
it is smart to be squeezed. And observing the prices 
listed in the menti—a habit he could not forego even 
when someone else would be paying the cheek—-he 
refleeted: this is the kind of joint where tney add 
the air you breathe to the sum of the cheek; and you 
get cheated at that because it's a stuffy basement 

‘‘Now | think I ‘ve found just what | want,”’ 
Mr. Matthews said, ‘‘That domestic duck a la oran 
ge. It sounds pretty good to me. I haven t tasted 
duck, wild or domestic, in ages. How about you 
lear?’’ 

‘Il feel like fish tonight,’ Mrs. Matthews said 
This grilled pampano might be all right 

Haggard ordered a steak and regretted it imme 
diately after. It revealed a lack of gastronomic so 
phistication, he thought. A telltale sign of lowly ori 
gin. And as often in moments of selfeorsciousness, 
beholding a momentary picture of himself, a disturb 
ing ignoble picture, he thought: to nell with it! I 
am nearly forty, a traveling salesman gone AWOL 
in Mexico. I have a wife who chucked me and a son I 
‘ve never seen. A flop if there ever was one. —-werry 
ing about appearances, I am just spunging on them 
Trading a good meal for faney conversation. Collect 
ing a fee for my distinguished company. Adding a 
little touch of bonhommie, of stimulating /ellowship, 
to their meaningless meanderings. They met some- 
one like me in Paris last year, and later ran across 
him again in Florence. A writer, too. An odd sort 
of fellow who had to keep moving all the time in or 
der to write, Delightful companion! They are on the 
lookout for his next book. You meet people like that 
traveling in Europe—Paris, Rome, Capri... But here 
in Mexico it’s somewhat an oddity. Sure. What the 
hell is a bird like me doing in Mexico? 

‘It’s a little stuffy here.’’ Mrs. Matthews said 
‘‘But the food is rather good. It has that peculiar 
flavor you get in France. Remember that crowded 
little basement place just off ? Err Not as 
elegant as this. A kind of higher type bistro, but 
what excellent food!"’ 

‘*Yes.’’ Mr. Matthews commented. ‘‘Travel be 
comes a kind of hardship unless you know where to 
find decent food. It's no problem in France or Italy. 
but in Spain it’s pretty awfnl, Those people don’t 
seem to have a notion as to what food is supposed to 
be Just crease and garlic. It’s not any too rood here 
either—that is if vou don’t know of places like this 
How about another round of martinis? 

Haggard presently found himself expounding on 
culinary traditionalism, on the antiquity of the Me- 
siean diet—anecifically the tortilla, prepared with 
neolithic aritfacts, undoubtedly antedating the dis- 
covery of fire. and probably the most ancient form 
of bread consumed by a neonle todav. ‘‘Tt is not only 
the staff of life’? he said. ‘but a kind of symbol 
the svmbhol of invulnerability, of eterna) impervious- 
nes to change.’ 


By Howard S. Fhillips 


‘They smell kind of stale and are gritty to my 
taste,"’ Mr. Matthews observed. 

‘*] suppose you have to be nurtured on them from 
infancy to really like them,’’ Mrs. Matthews added. 

‘Jt is even more than that.’’ Haggard said. ‘For 
most of the people here it is not a question of like or 
dislike. It is all there is.”’ 

That to Haggard seemed to exhaust the subject; 
and besides it was difficult to sustain a conversation 
in the overhanging din without shouting. it was Mr 
Matthews who, aided by a naturally robust voice, con- 
tinued along a digressive course, accounting an ex- 
perience with sourdough flapjacks he and his com- 
panions ate during a hunting trip in Alaska years 
ago while trailing a grizzly bear. *‘It was either that 
or nothing,’’ he said. ‘‘And, believe me, it tasted 
good rm 

And while Haggard listened with apparent atten 
tiveness, his self-absorbed mind continued its uneasy 
dlivagations. I have never hunted grizzlv bear, he 
thought, and I have never eaten in Paris bistros. 1 
have eaten navy chow for two years as a peitty-officer 
on a carrier in the Pacifie—the two years | still need 
ed to finish college and which I never made up. And 
I squandered my G. 1. allowance trying to write that 
book, and worked on the assembly line in Detroit, 
with that book hanging fire, till I got messed up with 
Em, which finished it. Mailer did it. And Jones and 
Wouk—sitting on the top of the world. A raft of 
other good books. They all made it, while I?... Well, 
here | am, the enigmatic literary genius sitting in 
this faney joint in Mexico City and kidding a pair 
of innocents abroad. Sure. I ‘ve got the stuli. I ‘ve 
been saying it to myself for years. Enough for a 
string of books. But I ‘ve not been able to finish 
one. It’s all piled up inside me. I am loaded with 
it. Cluttered up. Weighted down like one of these 
native burros, and can’t rid myself of it. 

When their food was brought, Mr. Matthews, re- 
marking that when he drank wine he preferred the 
festive kind, for it seemed to fit all pleasant ocea- 
sions, ordered a bottle of champagne. 

‘Here is to your book,’’ Mrs. Matthews said as 
she held up her glass, 

‘*Sure, ‘Mr. Matthews seconded. ‘‘Here’s hoping 
it ‘Il be a ripsnorting best-seller!’ 

‘*Thanks,’’ Hlaggard said somewhat startled 
‘Thanks. | ‘Il be sure to send you an autographed 
ecopy.’’ They seem to be reading my mind, he thought. 
My easy-going front is probably not an entirely con 
vincing disguise. They might see through it. And 
though he would prefer to talk of something else, 
striving to regain his nonehalance he continued along 
this undesired subject. ‘‘Being in Mexico is sume- 
what distracting. I thought that it would bring me 
complete detachment, bring me closer to what 1 am 
working on, put things into a clearer focus; but in 
a way it has been obtrusive. There is so much here 
one could write about, while what ! am working on 
has nothing to do with Mexico.”’ 

*‘Oh, but you ‘ll surely make use of your Mexi 
can impressions in some future work,’’ Mrs. Matthews 
remarked. ‘‘T have an idea that writers seldom waste 
anything in the way of experience, and you seem 
to know so much about this country. It would be a 
pity not to use it.”’ 


Continued on page 44 





Baroque Architecture 


the Baroque period, and topping the list is the 

Church of Santa Monica. A few blocks north and 

west of the ‘‘ Plaza Mayor,’’ it is the most beautiful 
piece of architecture in the city. Built near the end 
of the seventeenth century, its character is that of 
an earlier period, with extraordinarily rich but never- 
theless restrained carving around the windows, and 
heraldie devices, lions, and double-headed eagles high 
up on the facade. On one corner, in a niche, stands 
a heroic statue of Saint Christopher carrying the 
Christ child. But richest of all are the two entrances 
which lead into a single nave. The twisted columns 
which flank the entrances are intricately and superbly 
earved in the form of vines, leaves, and bunches cf 
grapes, while the designs above and the columns of 
the second story are perfect mazes of rich carving 
Its whole structural character is Baroque, but its tee!- 
ing is more closely akin to the Plateresque. it is as 
if the spirit of the Plateresque (remember how in 
Spain that style, while still in the bloom of youth, 
was put to rest by a couple of haughty monarchs with 
more ambition than artistie discretion?) had come 
down to earth and persuaded the portals of Santa Mo 
niea to eschew some of the licence of the Baroqne. sue’: 
as broken pediments, and in reward, she covered them 
with the glories which she herself had died too early 
to achieve. Examine the stone carving over the door- 
way and you can almost feel rich, soft metal lovingly 
worked. 

The spirit of the Plateresque came down to earth 
again later to visit San Cayetano Valenciana. But 
there she acted differently, dealing with the tempera- 
mental Churrigueresque. Persuading the portal there 
that delicacy of line is a virtue even with the Churri- 
gueresque, she covered it with gentle, honeyed kisses. 


| N Guadalajara there are some notable examples of 
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By Trent Elwood Senford 


Santa Monica and San Cayetano are totally different, 
but they can both boast of visits in the night from 
Santa Plateresca, 

The Church of San Felipe Neri and the Santua- 
rio de Nuestra Sefwra de Guadalupe, both of the se- 
venteenti century, are typical of the sturdy, massive 
ecclesiastical architecture of Guadalajara. The weéea- 
ther-beaten facade of the former is characterized by 
robust columns and mouldings and convertionally dis- 
posed sculptures and ornament, while the massiveness 
is carried out in the richly moulded tower, square on 
the first stage and octagonal above. The Guadalupe 
church is an especially picturesque structure having 
a simple massive facade with great engaged and clus- 
tered columns flanking the dignified portal, and Car- 
melite belfries above that appear as venerable ances 
tors of those on later outlying missions far to the north. 
The tall modern dome is hardly in keeping with the 
sturdy Spanish simplicity of the facade. 

A similar massiveness is apparent in the old 
Chureh of San Agustin; and the Church of San Fran- 
ciseo originally built in the sixteenth century as a 
fortress-type church, has a later and elaborately car- 
ved Baroque facade. and a massive tower similar in 
design to that of San Felipe, though evidently earlier 
in date and more chaster in detail. Adjacent to San 
Francisco is the charming little old Church of Nuestra 
Sefiora de Aranzazu, with lavish altar decorations in 
the Churrigueresque style 

In the small town of Zapopan, only three miles 
from Guadalajara, there is a great Baroque Francisean 
church of the seventeenth century, with an elaborate 
facade and two great Baroque towers on the front, 
rising in three stories and capped by tile domes. 

In secular architecture, Guadalajara has two con- 
spicuously fine examples of the Bareque period, the 











MEXICAN LIFE 


Government Palace and the State Museum. The for- 
mer, which faces the north side of the main plaza, 
is @ particularly exuberant example of a combination 
of the Baroque aud Churrigueresque, noticeable espe- 
cially in the elaborate entrance with its massive car- 
ved stonework and riehty adorned clock-tower above. 
The building, almost over-elaberately decorated in 
the characteristic local heavy dmnaer, is neverthe- 
less, of fine proportions and harmoniously treated, 
with its highly decorated frieze and regularly spaced 
doorways and windows fine wrought tron ‘ rejas’’ 
barring the first-story windows and iron balconies 
adorning the upper story. The original building was 
erected in 1643 and was added to from time to time 
during the next century. The State Museum, which 
oceupies an old seminary built 1699-1735, has a facade 
somewhat more severe, but with a fine Baroque en- 
trance. The main patio, surrounded by a two-story 
arcade of extremely simple arches and with a luxu- 
riantly planted garden, is one.of the loveliest spots 
that can be seen in all Mexico. 

The churches of Morelia which antedate the ca- 
thedral there have been described in an earlier art- 
icle. There are many later Baroque churches, including 
typically eighteenth century San José Capuchinas, 
with an unusually tall tower; and the Iglesia de las 
Rosas, which has a double entrance with especially 
fine stone carving in a Plateresque spirit. The curious 
little Baroque Church of La Merced, with a quaint 
tower at the corner and an elaborate entrance almost 
Egyptian in conception, is a gem, with an immaculate 
and cheerful interior of white and gold appearing 
to be just waiting for a wedding. At the opposite end 
of the city, the Santuario de Guadalupe has a vaulted 
interior with arches decorated in a Moorish multifoil 
pattern and walls, ceiling, and dome covered with 
brilliant ornament 

The Cathedral of Zacatecas, begun in 1612, com 
pleted and dedicated to Nuestra Sefiora de la Asuncién 
in 1752, and raised to the rank of cathedral in 1863, 
has a facade somewhat similar to that of Santa Moni- 
ea in Guadalajara, with the decoration earried out 
over a much greater surface, The local stone is a rich 
brown, with a Zine grain which lends itself well to 
carving, and there is a wealth of it in that intricately 
carved and seulptured facade, which ineludes life- 
sized figures of Christ and the Apostles standing in 
ni¢hes above the entrance. An interesting story is told 
in connection with the carving of that facade. It 
seems that the French artist in charge of the work 
had been sentenced to death for some crime the nature 
of which has not been revealed, but was permitted 
to live until he bad finished his job. Adopting the 
good old Mexican idea of ‘‘mafiana,’’ he stretched the 
work out for twenty-one-years, working the while un- 
der armed guards and spending his nights in prison 
Each day he would spend laboriously carving his de- 
signs in stone, and each night would return to be lock- 
ed up. At the end of that time he was so broken in 
health he had to give up; and, stating that he could 
work no longer. he proclaimed himself ready to accept 
the sentence of more than twenty years before. But 
by then his work had hecome so famous that he was 
granted a pardon, and. as he prepared to return to his 
native land, banquets were given in his honor. It was 
too late, however. He died before his ship set sail 


The Cathedral of Monterrey, beeun in 1630 but 
not completed until 1800, thengh lacking the color of 
manv of the churches in southern Mexico. has a richly 
earved Raroane facade. a tall threestoried tower on 
the south, and a pierced belfry on the north. To the 
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west of that city, on the crest of a steep hill, stands 
the halfruined ‘* Palacio del Obispado’’ (Bishop's Pa- 
lace), built in 1785 and the victim of a number of sie- 
ges including that of the invading Americans in 1847. 
Signs of color still exist on the inside of the punctured 
dome of the chapel. The Baroque facade of the chapel 
is now blocked up; and the arcaded patio is a runway 
for dogs, pigs, and chickens belonging to the caretaker 
who lives on the prerfises; but there is a great deal 
of charm ‘teft in the picturesque ruin, and there is a 
beautiful view from it of the eity stretching out below 
and the curious formation of Saddle Mountain beyond. 

As far away as Chihuahua the Baroque style was 
employed in monumental structures. The cathedral 
there, begun in 1717 and completed in 1789, has a 
profusely ornamented faeade adorned with statues 
placed in niches between twisted columns, in the typi 
eal Baroque manner, and tall twin towers rising above 
their plain bases in three gracefully diminishing sto- 
ries of columns and arches. 

It is not always easy to draw a sharp distinction 
between Baroque and Churrigueresque, because there 
are unquestionably overlappings and combinations 
Since churches were often a long time in being built 
and furnished, and since it is quite common to find 
a church with a Baroque facade and a Churrigueres 
que interior, or the memories of one, it is not unnatu 
ral, then, that there should have been overlappings 
and combinations on exteriors. Although there are 
characteristics peculiar to each style, sometimes a 
church facade has forms which have departed suffi 
ciently from the Baroque to seem closely akin to the 
Churrigueresque, yet definitely are Baroque in spirit 
Such a facade is that of the church at Zimapan in the 
the state of Hidalgo, where a red stone entrance and a 
red tower contrast exotically with a while background. 
The first-story columns of the portal are broken up 
into a multitude of horizontal mouldings in many 
groups, appearing almost as though they had been 
imported from India, and, with the Moorish multifoil 
arch of the entrance, impart quite an oriental aspect 
to the structure; while the order of the upper story, 
though Churrigueresque in form, is too chaste in its 
disposition to truly belong to that style. The whole 
spirit is Baroque. A more bewilderingly fascinating 
composition would be ‘hard tu find. 

In many places, too, are additions built during the 
Baroque period to structures of an earlier day. An 
example is the excedingly gracful tower of the Cathe- 
dral of Cuernavaca, added in 1721 to the early six- 
teen-century Francisco church, which was only recen- 
tly made a cathedral. That tower, with its two stories 
of richly carved arches and pilasters rising from a se- 
verely plain base below, its arches flanked by the fa- 
miliar Baroque niches containing figures of saints, and 
a smaller third story above crowned by a slender dome 
and lantern, dominates the city which stretches along 
the sloping highway and spills on down into a barran- 
ca on either side. Across the highway is the domed 
Church of Nuestra’ Sefiora de Guadalupe, built in the 
middle of the eighteenth century and now a favorite 
shrine of the Indians; at the end of a near-by narrow, 
cobbled street is the quaint little Indian Iglesia de 
los Tepetates, with a simple arched entrance framed 
by two exclamatory cypresses; while on the other side 
of the barranea beyond the Borda Gardens. in the lit- 
tle potters’ village of San Antonio, there is a quaint 
church with a very simple Baroque portal and a di- 
minntive tower, and a fine view across the barranca 
to Cuernavaca, and the beautiful tower of its eathe- 
dral. 

There is scarcely a city. or even a small town, that 
does not have something from that Baroque period, 
rangine from the simpler, more severe, earlier work 
through various phases and mixtures to the most exu- 
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berant work of the middle and late eighteenth centu- 
ry. There mixtures are most noticeabie and these de- 
velopments were most rapid in those places most clo- 
sely in contact with one another, where reciprocal in- 
fluences could make themselves felt. But there is one 
outstanding and outlying example of a city where the 
later more capricious influences are conspicuously ab- 
sent, and which retains in its work the more orthodox 
Baroque, if Baroque can be called orthodox at all. 
That is Oaxaca. It is the Baroque city par excellence. 

Most southerly of the early Colonial cities, Oaxa- 
ea has for centuries been the least accessible. Whether 
it is chiefly because of that inaccessibility, or whether 
it is because of its anti-earhquake construction, or pos- 
sibly the color of the stone, Gaxaca has a character 
all its own. It does not have the picturesque setting 
that Guanajuato has, nor that smaller Taxco has; its 
eharm is very much within itself. It has an air of 
sturdy age which makes one feel the city has always 
been there. 

Within a year after the fall of Tenochtitlan, Al- 
varado had started on an expedition to the south, sub- 
jugating the Mixtecs and the Zapotees on his way to 
Guatemala. In the valley of those tribes, a party left 
behind founded a settlement which they called Ante- 
quera for an old Roman town in Spain. A decree of 
Charles V dated July 6, 1529, made it a city; and it 
was called Oaxaea (pronounced Wah-hah-cah), a Span- 
ish corruption of the Indian Muaxyacae, meaning ‘‘a 
Place Covered with Trees.’’ The same edi¢t granted 
the valley to Cortés as his private estate, and he was 
given the title, Marquis of the Valley of Oaxaca. The 
commercial capital of a vast region and always an 
important market center, the city is especially famous 
to students of history as the birthplace of Judrez, the 
liberator and *‘reformer’’ (born in a Zapotee Indian 
village near by), and of Diaz, the dictator. 

The architectural character of the buildings in 
the city is distinctive, characterized by a massiveness 
(so built beeause of earthquakes in the valley) and 
especially charming for the color of the local stone 
used on so many of the old Colonial buildings—a soft, 
pale green, which achieves interesting variations of to- 
nes in various lights. It is a-misty gray green in the 
morning, a rosy glowing green at sunset, and in the 
rain it turns to a rich jade. 4 

In addition to many seignorial mansions with 
beautifully carved doorways, most elaborate of which 
is that of the house of Cortés, the city has a wealth 
of Baroque churches, among which are two of espe. 
cial architectural importance, the Cathedral and the 
old Monastery and Church of Santo Domingo. 


* * . 


Begun about the middle of the sixteenth century, 
the cathedral was two hundred years in building. Ex- 
tending along the north side of the main plaza, it fa- 
ces a small tree-filled park of its own, the Alameda 
Leén. In plan it is similar to the Cathedral of Mexico 
City, with a nave and four aisles, the outer ones occu- 
pied by rows of side chapels. The ‘‘coro’’ occupies 
the front part of the nave, and, in typical Spanish 
fashion, is connected with the high altar by the ‘‘era- 
jia,”’ or ‘Way of the Cross.’’ As on other cathedrals, 
the apse. beyond the high altar, is occupied by the 
‘Altar de los Reyes.’’ Although the interior has suf- 
fered from recent innovations, and the whole church 
has, from time to time, been the victim of both bom- 
bardements and earthquakes, the old facade has re- 
mained intact. and is enriched by much finely cut stone 
ornament and a wealth of fine sculpture of the seven- 
teenth century. 

Overshadowing the cathedral in splendor is the 
Church of Santo Domingo, one of the largest ehurches 
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in Mexico, and without question one of the most beau- 
tiful, especially on the interior. Four blocks north of 
the cathedral, the church together with the adjacent 
monastery occupies a square more than 500 feet on a 
side. Started at the beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, its construction was delayed by earthquakes, and 
it was not completed until about a hundred years later. 
it is said that when the church was begun there was 
available only two and one-half pesos with which 
to start the work, and that on completion it had cost 
the sum of twelve million. Built to resist further earth- 
quakes, it has immensely thick solid walls, which 
have stood it in good stead throughout various sieges, 
when it has been used as a fortress. Even artillery 
mounted on the roof failed to shatter the structure. 
Facing a large paved atrium, the church has a Baro- 
que facade of many niches occupied by carved figures, 
and massive towers which show the abuse they have 
suffered, but are still resolutely standing. A dome 
with glazed tiles in a checkerboard pattern caps each 
of the towers. 

The glory of the church, however, is the interior. 
It is the most superb example of Baroque decoration 
in Mexico. On the low, vaulted ceiling beneath the 
baleony inside the main entrance, the decorative sche- 
me is a great tree with branches and leaves of gold 
extending in all directions, while growing from the 
branches are figures wearing crowns. Placed in nm- 
ches in the domed ceiling of the loft above are busts 
of saints, diminishing in size as the apex is reached, 
until, at the top, only the faces appear. The great bar- 
rel vault of the ceiling of the single nave of the church, 
the arches leading to the lateral chapels, and the 
ceiling of the large chapel of the ‘‘ Virgen del Rosa- 
rio’’ are all completely covered with heavily gilded 
ornament and polychrome seulpture in high relief, 
against a background of white. The effect is positive- 
ly breath-taking in its splendor. 

rhe high altar, an elaborate affair of carved and 
gilded wood, made in the seventeenth century in Me- 
xieo City and transported with great difficulty and 
at enormous expense over the almost impassable road 
to Oaxaca, was destroyed during the wars of Reform; 
and the extensive monastery, with massive vaulting 
throughhout the cloisters, once richly decorated, suf- 
fered a similar fate, the cloisters and adjacent rooms 
having been stripped when, at the time of the Reform 
Lawa, they were converted into barracks. Aithough 
the church has been many times plundered, and altars 
and paintings have been destroyed, a movement to 
scrape the walls of the rch for the value of the 
gold thereon was fortunately stopped, and, in spite 
of vandalism, the interior of Santo Domingo remains 
one of the great architectural spectacles of the coun- 
try. 

The much smaller of La Concepcién, built on a 
raised terrace at the southwest corner of the Zécalo 
(Plaza de Arrmes), has considerable charm. Of that 
soft green stone so characteristic of the massive old 
buildings of the city, it has a front in a restrained 
Baroque style that is reminiscent of the Plateresque 
work of an eaffer date. A delicately carved niche 
over the simple arched entrance is flanked on either 
side by two slender engaged columns which support 
a pediment above, betwen two low massive octagonal 
towers. A low and massive buttressed dome over the 
small side chaped, snuggling up against the larger 
dome. is especially quaint. The green color of the lo- 
eal stone is even stronger in the curious old Church 
of San Felipe, a little to the west and north of the 
cathedral. 

Farther along, toward the railroad station, is the 
huge Church of La Soledad, built on quite a high ter- 
race reached by several flights of stone steps. Built 

Continued on page 51 
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The White Heron 


EK was elinging to the lower rail of the old 

wooden bridge. His weight pulled against 

the tendons of his hands, drained the feeling 

from his arms. Somewhere below him his feet 
dangled in mid-air, and under them the mucdy, swirl 
ing Grijalva river in flood swept along. It was a hyp 
notic thing to wateh. He wanted to let his aching 
fingers slip, to drop silently into that turgid mael 
strom below. But something kept him holding on 
Someone would come. Someone would see him hang 
ing there 

Under the river's eddying surface, lay his car 
Strange to have escaped the plunge and yet still to 
balance between safety and disaster like this; with 
only his hands to keep him above the rushing water 

Ile remembered the two white herons he saw that 
morning. The old man who had filled the gas thank 
had said, ‘‘Now if there is to be a third, that will 
be luck. Two is good, but three—now that is really 
like a blessing in these places. Those white herons 
are a symbol around here. Find a third and you have 
nothing to worry about. Siempre es asi, here in Chia 
pas.’ 

A third white heron’? He had laughed. He never 
believed in omens. It was funny about Mexico though 
The traveler doesn't quite believe, and yet before long 
he is not sure. Who knows what is really so? 

How long ean a man hang by his hands? How 
long must he suspend like that with his mind racing 
over things like superstitions and white herons? He 
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tried to pull himself upward slowly, bringing his chin 
level with the bridge. But there was no way to get 
a better hold, and his shoulders wouldn't quite come 
above the edge of the rough boards. 

He didn’t know about prayer. Maybe that’s what 
he should do now. But how did you begin? And who 
would he pray to? It was the first time that he really 
knew his glib talk of a belief in God meant nothing. 
Hle didn’t know how to use his belief. He didn’t have 
the ‘‘Indian sign.’’ Maybe seeing three white herons 
flying in one day was an ‘“‘Indian sign.’’ He hadn't 
even looked for a third. He began thinking about 
the white herons. He began to believe that if he could 
see another one he would have the strength to pull 
himself up; or someone would see him and,come. Or 
maybe it wouldn’t matter any more. In this country 
you came to know that there was something besides 
yourself that decided things. 


His hands ached and his fingers didn’t exist any 
more except that he could see them pressed white 
where they held the boards. He lifted his head and 
looked across at the bank and back. 


A single white heron rose from the reeds up 
stream and glided down toward him. It passed above 
his head, its white wings outspread like a benediction. 
Ile looked up at it like a man who recognizes a fami- 
liar, longed-for face. He smiled, and his fingers slip- 
ped quietly from their hold and released him into the 
river 





Front view of the new streamlined Railway Terminal at Jalapa. 


Jalapa's New Railway Terminal 


By Stewest Morton 


ALAPA, Capital city of the State of Veracruz, is 

in many respects one of the most interesting ci- 

ties in Mexico. A thriving Indian village when 

Cortés and his band of redoubtable freebooters 
marched through it on their memorable journey from 
Cempoalla to the Aztee capital, after the dectruction 
of the Spanish vessels in the Bay of Veracruz, it rose 
to great commercial prominence during the Colonial 
era because of the celebrated annual fair which was 
held there to dispose of the merchandise brought by 
the Spanish ‘*‘Silver Fleet’’ to Veracruz from the port 
of Cadiz. Merchants from all sections of New Spain 
came to Jalapa each year to attend these fairs. 

Center of an important coffee-bearing region, it 
is a green, tropical city of climbing, winding streets 
scented by innumerable gardens and situated within 
a setting of outstanding scenic beauty. Giant mount- 
ains of the Sierra Madre range are dominant features 
in the landseape. The towering Cofre de Perote, 13.550 
feet in height, so called because its topmost point re- 
sembles a chest, hems in the valley immediately to 
the West of the city. 

Soon after the fall of Tenochtitlan Spaniards set- 
tled in Jalapa in appreciable numbers, as the place 
was a sort of halfway point between tne coast and the 
capital, with a more agreeable climate than either of 
these places. It stands about midway up the long as- 
cent from the coast to the edge of the central plateau, 
and the vapors from the sea, touching the mountain: 
in their westerly progress, maintain a rich verdure 
throughout the year. 


In 1791 the settlement received the title of villa 
(town), which was elevated to that of ciudad (city) on 
the 29th of November, 1830. In 1885 it replaced the 
Port of Veracruz, which during fifty-five years housed 
the offices of the state government, as the Capital of 
the State of Veracruz. 

Up to the year 1840 travel between Mexico City 
and the Port of Veracruz, by way of Jalapa, was con 
ducted in private or government owned mule-driven 
vehicles, the journey lasting four days. Those were 
the forerunners of the regular diligence or stagecoach 
service which was established in 1849 and was con- 
ducted upon a fixed itinerary and a three and a half 
days running time. 

Toward the middle of the 19th century, anticipa- 
ting the coming of the railway, trains of twelve to 
fourteen stagecoaches were placed in service to trans- 
port freight back and forth between Veracruz and 
the Capital of the Republic. The journey lasted from 
eight to ten days, and the charges were from a peso 
to a peso fifty centavos per arroba (25 pounds) of 
freight, and fifty pesos per passenger 

A full chapter could be devoted to the deseription 
of the signal event on the 20th of June 1890, when 
the first steam locomotive arrived a; the station of 
Jalapa, and a similar chapter describing the official 
inaugnration of railway communication between Me 
xieo City and the Port of Veracruz, which took place 
on the 23rd of May, 1892 

While during more than fifty years the narrow. 
gauge line inaugurated on that momentous date ren- 








A busy downtown street in Jalapa. 


dered its highly useful service, ite capacity for useful- 
ness was greatly increased by the present administra 
tion of the National Railways of Mexico, under the 
dynamic guidance of its General Manager, Lie. Ma 
nuel R. Palacios, when it was converved to standard 
gauge. The complete transformation of this important 


line was carried out in keeping with the Aleman Plan 
of Railway Rehabilitation, and it was maugurated by 
President Alemin on the 21st of January, 1948 
Removed by a century from the old stagecoach 
those who travel today between Mexico City, Jalapa 
and Veracruz enjoy all the comforts of modern pull 
man coaches driven by powerful Liesel engines over 
a railway that compares with the best in the world 
. 


Jalapa, a city of multiple attraction for tourists, 
rich in historieal background and erltura: tradition, 
and the government seat of one of the most important 
states in the Republic, was provided by the railway 
rehabilitation plan with one of the finest and most 
modern terminals construeted by the present admini 
stration 

The antiquated strueture of the old station, with 
its small waiting rooms, ticket office, restaurant an! 
administrative quarters, inadequate for the traffie vo- 
lume of the old narrow-gauge line, hecame even less 
adequate after the line was widened to standard gau- 
ge. And the same was true of the repair shops, the 
freight and express depots and other accessory depart- 
ments 
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View of the old Passenger Station. 


l‘urthermore, in order to lmpros the efficiency 
in the movement of trains and to lower the cost of 
speration, it was necessary to reduee the erade along 
the road from the nearby station of Andresito by ime 
difying the course of this road and changing the loca 
tion of the paissenger station Thanks to these changes 
the trains departing today from the new terminal for 
Mexico ity do not have to be pulled hy two locomo 
tives over the steep grade as they had to be formerly 
ind this in itself defines a consideravle economy in 
time and money 

The loeation of the old station. with its yards 
warehouses and shops represented 4 serious obstacle 
for the growth of Jalapa. For this reason it was ne 
cessary to remove these obsolete structures, and at the 
same time it was also necessary to provide this city 
with a passenger and freight station commensurate 
with its size and importance and that could cope with 
the steadily growing volume of traffic. The new ter 
minal, in faet, has been planned to meet the require 
ments for years to come 

In order to construct the terminal and yards, to 
open avenues of communication with the city and to 
centralize the service, the local topographical and eli 
matie conditions were taken in consideration, while 
the salient aim pursued was that of giving the travel 
ing publie as well as the users of freight service ut 
nost facilities within the amplest margins of comfort 
ine safety 


Functional efficiency 1s the kevn ite of the new 

al. The passengers can attend to such necessary 
details as purchase of tickets and checking of baggage 
with the least amount of effort or metion. The load 
ing and transfer of freight, or the switching of freight 
trains bears no connection or interference with the pas 


bagvage or express services 


The main building of the station ineludes a spa 
cious waiting room, a restaurant, newsstand and tobae- 
co shop, information booth, lavatories, and ticket, bag 
gage, postal and telegraph offices. One of the wings 
of this building accommodates the offices of the Divi- 
sion Superintendent, Resident Engineer, Chief of Des 
patchers, Division Acecountant’s department and the 
Telegraph station. The upper floor is oceupied by 
the Station Chief's offices and other aepartments 


New repair shops, provided with most modern ma 
chinery, form part of the terminal, as well as a spe- 
cial building for the Instruetion Denartment and one 
for a completely equipped First-Aid Station 


Architecturally, in its ultra-modern functional des 
ign, the new Jalapa Terminal completely departs from 
old norms. and will undoubtedly serve as an advance 
model for similar structures to be built elsewhere 
Its completion signifies the final important achieve 
rent in the rehabilitation of the Mexico City-Veraeruz 
reute of the National Railways 


Watch-tower as the central architectural mctif of the structure. 
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Boris Antipovitch 


T HAS been often affirmed that as regards the 

work of veritable artists, subject matter is of 

slight importance—that as masterpieces Cezanne’s 

apples equal Rafael’s Madonnas; and this, of course 
is undeniably true. It is, moreover, also undeniably 
true that a painter’s worth ean be determined by his 
ability to create significant art from any kind of 
subject matter, even the kind that might be consider 
«l as commonplace. 

And yet many painters today seem to be determin 
ed to shun the usual or commonplace subjects. Then 
preoccupation is not that of how to paint but of what 
to paint; and seeking to avoid the usual themes they 
Aiten avoid reality altogether, and strive to create 
their themes from non-reality and to achieve the im 
possible feat of making it real. This aesthetic esea 
pism reflects a peculiar psychological condition which 
is probably an incapacity to face reality, to grapple 
with it, and to wrest from it the degree of fulfillment 
rouched by life 

In the case of the more normally adjusted paini 
er, however, there is no urge to flee from reality. On 
the contrary; the dominant urge is to approach it 
with the closest and clearest perception, and the aim 
is to achieve art not by the elimination of reality but 
by a personal interpretation of it. For it is a fact 
that no two people see the same thing exactly alike, 
and this is even more true in the perception of artists 
Themes, therefore, even the oldest and most curmmon, 
retain their inexhatstible freshness through the art 
ist’s individual interpretation, through the reflexion 
of personal vision which imbues his work, 

There is, for instance, the Mexiean landseape 
Assuredly, few themes have heen exploited as widely 
is this. And yet the theme remains fresh, that is. if it 
is not employed for graphic transcription, if it is not a 
mere imitation of nature's beauty but a work of beau 
ty in its own right . 


B, Borie Antipevitch 


By Guillermo Rivas 


We find and impressive affirmation of the above 
in the Mexican landseapes painted by Doris Antipo 
vitch, the Russian-born artist who during twenty and 
some odd years has been residing and working in 
Mexico. Exploring a much trodden terrain, never 
deviating from objective reality, this artist achieves 
a fresh and personal expression because his work de 
fines an authentically personal vision. Ilis landsea 
pes of Mexico are not a duplication or variation of on 
old theme; they are a luminous record of first-hand 
discovery, projections of a keenly perceptive eye and 
mind 

Ilis, in fact, is an exceptionally sensitive per 
ception—a visual approach of spontaneous impact 
that responds to the seene with equally spontaneous 
terms of structure, color and tonal values. Hence, 
obviously, this paizter has never lacked appropriate 
themes, nor has he ever felt the need of seeking art- 
istic guidance or solutions from others. He is totally 
self-reliant beeause he is guided by intuition rather 
than theory. At his easel, any seene that confronts 
his intuitive visual responsiveness is inherently signi 
ficant 

The Mexican countryside, with its verdant val 
leys and towering mountains, its somnolent village 
streets and busy markets, its tropical jungles and 
cliff-bound coasts, is joyously eaptured by his sensitive 
vision and transeribed on canvas in concise, evocative 
vistas with a certain and fluent brush 

A collection of his newer paintings, shown this 
month at the Cireulo de Bellas Artes gallery, reveals 
the extent of this artist's joy in beholding and depict 
ing the visual world, and it is indeed a contageous 
Joy 
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TLALMANALCO. Oil By Boris Antipovitch 
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Un Poco de Todo 


MAT!HEW ARNOLD'S PREDICTION 


UST seventy years ago last month, in an article 

discussing literature and science, Matthew Ar- 

nold wrote, ‘‘The tone of tentative inquiry, which 

befits a being of dim faculties and bounded know 
ledge, is the tone I would wish to take and not to de 
part from.’’ Immediately thereafter Arnold quali 
fied himself as a being of ‘‘dim faculties and bound 
ed knowledge’’ by confidently predicting that, ‘‘to 
say the truth I cannot really think that humane let 
ters are in much danger of being thrust out from 
their leading place in education.’’ Of greater import 
ance than the accuracy or inaccuracy of this ‘‘ele 
gant Jeremiah’s prophecy is the fundamental! ques 
tion he diseusses—the place of literature and letters 
in the educational hierarchy. That quesiton remains 
as important for this generation as it was for Ar 
nold’s, although the answer seems somewhat more 
difficult to come by 


In 1882 the natural sciences were on the move 
Twenty-three years had passed since the publication 
of ‘‘Origin of Species,’’ and Darwin’s ‘‘bulldog,’’ the 
eloquent and talented Thomas Huxley, carried the 
fight to all parts of England. He found that his op- 
position came from two main sources—those who dis 
trusted change and discovery of any sort, and those 
who resented the introduction of new matter into a 
eurriculum which could trace its ancestry to Quinti 
lian. Huxley and his friends realized that argument 
would avail them little against the first group—only 
the pressures of time and publie opinion eould modify 
such ingrained convictions—but the second group pre- 
sented a challenge to be met resolutely by articulate 
debate. 


The debates were, to a great extent, academic 
Neither side appeared to understand the full impli- 
cations of the then recent discoveries in chemistry, 
biology and physiology. Both Arnold, who spoke for 
the classic tradition, and Huxley, who represented 
the new sciences admitted complete agreement on 
fundamentals; they assumed their debate concerned 
methods, not aims. For them the question was whe- 
ther it was more desirable to teach a young man that 
in the study of Greek ‘‘pais and pas. and some other 
monosvilables of the same form of declension, do not 
take the circumflex upon the last syllable of the ge 
netive plural,’’ or to teach him that ‘‘from the albu 
minous white of the egg the chick in the egg gets 
the materials for its flesh, bones, blood and feathers: 
while from the fatty yolk of the egg it gets the heat 
and energy which enable it to break its shell.’’ In 
either case the knowledge gained would almost cer 
tainly be of little direct use in providing practical 
solutions to the manifold problems of everyday liv 
ing 

Since that remote time seventy years ago when 
the defenders of belles-lettres sought merely to retain 
leadership for the humane letters the picture has 
changed considerably. Today the humanities must 
fight te obtain any place in the curriculum, and some- 
times the fight is in vain. The engineering sciences 
have ensconded themselves in ‘‘the leading place in 
edueation,’’ and there seems little likelihood of an 
eviction in the near future. The twentieth century 
concept of edueation lays greatest stress on utilita 
rianism. One does not enter a university to obtain 
a broad background in matters cultural and seienti 
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fic, but rather one enters to learn a trade. Today's 
freshman enrolls one week and must decide the next 
if the wishes to take pre-law, pre-medicine or pre 
engineering. No matter which he chooses, it is cer 
tain that his only traffie with belles-lettres will come 
in a general literature course designed to familiarize 
him with the great names in letters from the time of 


Ilomer to the present 


What. then. is the future and function of the hu 
manities in this era of technological specialization? 
It seems clear that there will always be men, no mat 
ter how small their number. who will be interested 
in the best that has been thought and said in record 


ed history. These are the men who will make our 


laws and change our statutes as changes become ne 
will not lose sight 


cessary. These are the men who 
of the fundamental social, economic and spiritual prob 


lems which increase in importance with the rapid ad 
vance of science. Humane letters may never again 
that position of preeminence which Matthew 


attain ~~ 
could maintain im 


Arnold foolishly predicted they 
definitely but as long as men must live together and 
work together the experience and wisdom of the past 
will remain the irreplaceable guide to actions in the 
present and future 


FLIES FLY FAR 


By using radioisotopes as markers, the Communi 
cable Disease Center of the Public Health Service in 
New York has demonstrated that the vagabond com 
mon house fly occasional! ytravels as far as eight miles 
in search of food. In six recent tests, more than 200,000 
radioactive flies were released. A certain percentage 
turned up later among 2,250,000 flies trapped at va 
rious distances from the release points. Such studies 
are important in determining how disease is transmit 
ted 

Flight range has also been determined with dyes, 
chalk and enamel. Radiosotopes are better because 
they give off radiation with the aid of which scien 
tists can trace them through complex chemical and 
biological processes. The amount of radioisotopes with 
which flies are tagged is less than the amount of ra 
dium on a luminous watch dial 

Such ‘‘hot’’ flies can easily be picked out with a 
Geiger counter. In less than five minutes ten radioac 
tive flies can be isolated from 50,000 untagged flies 

Flies move at random from any gives site. When 
they detect food or breeding material, called ‘‘attrac 
tants,’’ they move in that direction. By hopping from 
attractant to attractant they may cover considerabie 
distance, but of the tagged flies that were recaptured, 
more than 80 per cent were trapped within one mile 
of the release site 

Some areas are more attractive to flies than 
others. Animal pens apparently are especially enti 
cing 

Fly control programs properly stress the removal 
of breeding sources. But communities must also dis 
pose of attractants. Otherwise flies will come into the 
city from adjacent areas in search of food and breed- 
ing areas 

One batch of flies was released in a substandard 
residential area where there were many unsanitary 
privies. Some of these flies were recaptured in the 
batter husiness and residential areas, a mile away 
The relation to food contamination is obvious 
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Literary Appraisals 


MATADOR. By Bainaby Coned. 213 pp. Decorations 
by tse euthor. Boston: Houghton Milflin Company. 


OUR figures dominate the bull ring of this cen 
tury the Spaniards Belmonte, Joselito, Mano 
lete, and the Mexican Gaona. Belmonte and Gao 
na are long retired, wealthy and respected do 

selito and Manoiete are dead, kiiled in their twenties 
vy fighting bulls 

Uf the four, Manolete was most recently with 

us. A tall, worrisome Andalusian, he was fatally gor 
ed in 19458, when he was 29. A year carlier he almost 
died in the new ring in Mexico City when the wind 
blew the muleta against his legs and the bull follow 
ed in on the cloth. Manolete’s cuadrilla was a good 
deal farther away from him than it should have been 
and what saved him that day as he lay prone in the 
dust was the bull’s haste. One horn kept striking the 
ground, preventing the other from entering Manole 
te's body, although one could see it pressed into the 
Manolete lay inert, and 
| was almost persuaded that he didn’t much care 
When the quite was finally made 
he rose and gave a good performance, killing the bull 


silk of the traje de luces 
what happened 


cleanly though unspectacularly 

Inevitably someone, had to write a novel about 
him, for that eult of blood-and-death which Heming 
way anticipated by a generation seems to have struck 
ours in the United States with foree. The G. 1. colo 
ny in Mexico City has some amateur matadors: no 


ly and motion pictures have repeatedly made the 


ve 
corrida their concern; at least one major university 
in the United States has approved the corrida as a 
thesis for a doetor'’s degree. Now that novel has been 
and by a 30-year-old American and Ilispa 
nophile who has participated in the corrida de toros 
and knows what a fighting bull looks like at ground 
level. Let it be said right at the beginning that Bar 
naby Conrad has written an authentic and enormous 
ly exciting novel. (It is a dual Book-of-the-Month 
selection tor July.) He is no stylist, but he writes 
with power and with a love and understanding of 
his subject which the contemporary stylist too often 


acks 


written 


The author's matador, Pacote, has enough drives 
to make him want to excel. His stepfather had been 
killed in the ring. Paeote, born poor, made his first 
five pesos shoveling manure. He had neither the 
build nor quite the temperament for a torero. At 5 
he visited a brothel and found his sister there. He 
made a bad first marriage. Then under Pepe Chaves’ 
management, in the space of a decade, he became one 
of the great toreros, worth four million dollars. But 
he paid for his name and his wealth with fear and 
weariness, When Conrad begins his storv, Dacote is 
ready to retire, and in effect has 

Any novel about so completely stvlized a subject 
as the ‘corrida de toros must itself he stylized In 
evitably Pacote’s mistress is a second-rate movie ac 
tress: the U. S. news magazine reporter must be fa 
tuous and the reporter's wife somewhat unbuttoned 
in her admiration for Pacote. The impresario, the 
hangers-on, the tourists, are the sam? as always. Only 
Pacote and his various attendants are set apart 
by the saltiness ef their dialogue and that completely 
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different viewpoint those on the inside inevitably 
must have from those on the outside 

Pacote’s mood is a subject of national interest 
it is particularly well understood in the profession 
the handlers of a young rival, seeking to enlarge the 
reputation of their man, trick Pacote out of retire 
ment feeling that he will perform so poorly that 
their own man, competing mano-a-mano with Pacote 
in the ring, will gain in stature 

The ‘‘running’’ is held at Seville, the *‘spiritual 
eapital’’ of the corrida. In spite of the reverence with 
which he is treated there. Pacote goes into a terrible 
depression of fear. It doesn’t matter that, passing 
through the streets, the people seek to touch him as 
though he were a saint or that they ery in low voices: 
‘Olé tu madre’? (‘hurrah for your mother’’), *‘Suer- 
te Matador.”’ 

The fear is such that he begins to drink in his 
room on the morning of the fight. His handlers man 
age to get him to the plaza de toros, where Chaves, 
who understands with savage pity Pacote’s fear, cur- 
ses the news photographers who follow Pacote wher- 
ever he goes 

Pacote’s rival works well with the first bull, 
although, while engaged in a serpentina with the eape 
the classic line of the pass is broken and spoiled 
when the eape eatches on the horn of the animal 
“What a shame,”’ says Pacote’s manager, ‘‘and he 
did it so pretty without a bull.’’ But the younger 
man is brilliant, while Pacote, caught in his fear, is 
timid and unsure. A series of incidents, near-tragic, 
petty, shameful, work a dark chemistry in him and, 
as the crowd is leaving the ring in sorrow and he in 
disgrace, Pacote calls for a substitute animal, a huge 
‘cathedral’’ of a beast 


With it he gives a spectacular performance that 
exeites the crowd to a frenzy. In one faena alone Pa- 
cote links not less than twenty-four passes natural: 
‘so smoothly linked together were the charges that 
it seemed like one continued charge, a wind-up toy 
going around and around the man on its track.’’ But 
having overeome the fear and somehow struck through 
to his older self, with all his powers again restored and 
the roar of the olés beating like surf, he fails to con- 
sider the animal’s tendeney to favor its right horn. 
**Toro,’’ he vells, ‘‘Matame, toro! Kill me. bull!’’ And 
since he has it dominated and is reluctant to stop do- 
ing something he had never thought to do so well 
again, Pacote works a little too long with the bull. 
The animal begins to go for him instead of the cloth 
of the muleta as Pacote makes pass after pass. His 
feet together, he cites the bull to kill it recibiendo, the 
classical and much the most dangerous way to kill 
Going in over the right horn Paecote makes the kill 
but the animal, not vet dead, hooks him in the abdo- 
men 

He dies a few minutes later in the infirmary, leav- 
ing the crowd in sorrow, his mistress with an interna 
tional plavbov. and Chaves wandering through the 
nieht streets, giving his money to the first beggar he 
eneonnters 

So it is all there, tense. aceurate and exciting, the 
heeft novel on the eorrida since ‘*The Sun Also Rises vi 
Olé Conrad! 


H. S. 
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HOMAGE TO CATALONIA By George Orwell. With 
en introduction by Lionel Trilling. 252 pp. New York: 
Flarcourt, Brace & Co 


T HE George Orwell who went to Spain in late 1936 

was a man who could analyze his feelings when he 
shot for the time at a human being and yet take careful 
aim could calmly examine the risks he was running 
without pretending not to be afraid, who could set 
down his exact emotions on receiving what seemed to 
be a mortal wound. Ile had a sharp eye for human 
weaknesses, his own as well as other people's. When, 
for example, he returned from the front to Barcelona 
in the spring of 1937, he deplored the growing extra- 
vagance, adding: *‘But God forbid that I should pre- 
tend to any personal superiority. * * * I admit to having 
wallowed in every luxury that | had money to buy.”’ 
Ile loved the Spanish people and was constantly ex 
asperated with them. ‘‘In theory,’’ he wrote, **I rather 
admire the Spaniards for not sharing our time-neuro- 
sis; but unfortunately I share it myself."’ 

Because of what Orwell was, **}lomage to Catalo 
nia,”’ his account of his experiences in the Spanish 
civil war, is worth reading today, fifteen years after 
it was written. It was published in England in 1958. 
Now, two years after the author’s death, it has been 
published in America, and it is alive, whereas most of 
the books about Spain that were published in this 
country in the late Thirties and were read are dead 

That Orwell should have gone to Spain was in 
no wise remarkable. Writers were streaming into 
Loyalist Spain from all over Europe and America- 
Malraux and Koestler and Hemingway and Dos Pas 
sos and countless others—and many of those who 
didn’t go felt frustrated and guilty. Some went to 
fight and some to write, but they were all partisans, 
all certain that the issue was clear-cut--the people 
vs. tyranny 

Orwell was a partisan, too. He was not a Com 
munist, as were Malraux and Koestler, but he was 
a revolutionary Socialist, affiliated with the Independ 
ent Labor party. He went to Spain, he said, to write 
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sume newspaper artieles, but he probably knew all 
the time that he would get into the war if it seemed 
to be his kind of fight. It did: he promptly enlisted, 
‘because at that time and in that place it seemed the 
only eonceivable thing to do.’’ 


In Bareelona, he felt, all men were equal, and 
there was hope in the air. ‘‘There was much in it 
that I did not understand,’’ he wrote; ‘‘in some ways 
I did not even like it, but I recognized it immediately 
as a state of affairs worth fighting for.’’ 

There were several political parties on the Loyal- 
ist side in Spain, and to begin with each of them 
had its own militia. The militia Orwell joined, more 
or less by accident, had been organized by the P. 0. 
U. M., the Partido Obrero de Unificacién Marxista, a 
rather small group of anti-Stalinist revolutionaries. 
After some weeks of great hardship and little action 
on the Zaragoza front he was hospitalized for ten 
days with a poisoned hand, He returned to the front, 
saw plenty of action for a time and then, toward the 
end of April, went on leave to Barcelona, where his 
wife was waiting for him 

Thus he happened to be in Bareelona at the time 
of what became known as the P. O. U. M. uprising. 
On May 3 a struggle began between the syndicalist 
unions and the Catalonian police foree. The issue 
seemed perfectly clear to Orwell: ‘‘T have no parti 
cular love for the idealized ‘worker’ as he appears 
in the bourgeois Communist’s mind, but when | see 
an actual flesh-and-blood worker in confliet with his 
natural enemy, the policeman, I do not have to ask 
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What e did was to 
f of a moving-pieture 
M headquarters Then 
¥ f ting 
later 
just missed the 
the hospital his 

ost his voles 
turned out 
Tt As he was going thr the process 
medical discharge he was sucice Y Wart 
ds that the P.O. U. M. had been suppress 
its members jailed Sleeping in ruins 
he managed to avoid the police for 
and then he and his wife, with a good 
escaped into Franee. Ile began immedia 

write this book 


Te 

That he could have written so objective a book 
so soon after his almost fatal involvement in the 
war itself and in the partisan conflict seems miracu 
lous. For that matter, it is remarkable that he wrote 
the book at all 
disillusioned with communism in Spain 


Orwell was not the only man to be 
Koestler’s 
disillusionment began there, and he let it find expres 
sion in his first nevel, **The Gladiators,’ but he did 
not talk then about what he had seen in Spain. Dos 
Passos, already far on the path of disenchantment 
was deeply troubled by what he saw and heard, but 
There were 
others, too, but almost all of them were silenced by 
the fear that they would damage the Loyalist cause 
Orwell recognized no times and seasons for telling 
the truth: he spoke out 


he was cautious in voicing his doubts 


Ihe spoke out, but he spoke without bitterness 
Hlomage to Cataionia,’’ it must be observed, will 
provide little nourishment for those who are seeking 
sensational revelations of Soviet iniquity. Orwell’s 
original quarrel with the Communists in Spain eon 
cerned revolutionary strategy. The Communists, he 
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discovered, were less interested in carrying through 
a revolution than they were in strengthening Soviet 
foreign policy. As he put it, with characteristic mo- 
deration, *‘The whole 
bordinated (exeusably, considering the world situa 
tion) to the defense of U.S. S. R."’ 

The suppression of P.O. U. M., therefore, did not 
altogether shock him, but he was shocked by the false 
account of the incident that was given to the world, 
He was a tough-minded person, and he could see that 
the Communists might feel obliged to eliminate peo 
ple, including himself, whose ideas about the conduct 
of the war differed from theirs. What he resented was 
their saying that he was not a different brand or 
revolutionary but an agent of Franco 

We know now that the Communist betrayal in 
Spain was far more heinous than Orwell suspected 
To take one example: El Campesino, the peasant ge 
neral, states in his recent autobiography that the Rus 
sians sacrificed Teruel in order to discredit Prieto, the 
Socialist Minister of Defense. Russian intervention, it 
is now obvious, had as little to do with idealism as 
German intervention or Italian. What the Communists 
would like to have made of Spain is shown by what 
they have made of the satellite countries since the war 
Hlow little they eared for Spanish revolutionaries as 
revolutionaries is revealed in El] Campesino’s grim 
acenont of Spanish refugees in Russia 


of Comintern policy is now su 


But Orwell could not see all this in 1937 and 1938 
and, unlike most people who were writing about Spain 
in those days, he was careful to put down only what he 
knew from first-hand experience. And, as a matter of 
fact, what he had seen was enough tor him. Orwell 
was a revolutionary, and he knew that revolution could 
not be made without bloodshed and misery but he also 
knew that no good could come of revolution if truth 
was one of the victims. [t beeame clear to him in 1937 
that the damage the Communists did to men's bodies 
was unimportant compared to the damage to their 
minds. Marve'ing at the objectivity of ** 
talonia.”’ one realizes that there were 
Spain, the fighter and the thinker 


Homage to Ca 
two Orwells in 
and that somehow 
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they never got in one another's way. All his life he 
was a man who acted on his convictions without ceas 
ing to subject them to critical scrutiny. That is why 
V.S. Pritchett, writing when Orwell died. called him 
the conscience of his generation.’’ As Mr, Trilling 
puts it in his introduction. *‘Hle was a virtuous man.” 


Ile was honest and courageous and, 
hope ful 
man has called ‘‘the 
on Arthur Koestler, he 
of suffering is ineradicable 
man 
aim of socialism is not to make the 
it better. All revolutions 
not all the same failure.’’ 
worst while he fought for the 
‘Nineteen Eighty 
not a ery of despair 

begins with a little pic 
aman whom Orwell saw 


astonishingly 
He had what sociologist David Ries 
nerve of failure.”’ 
wrote 


enough 
in an essay 
‘*Perhaps some degree 
from human life, perhaps 
the choice before is always a choice of evils, 
perhaps even the 
world perfect but to make 
are failures, but they are 
lle could look at the 
best. Even the nighmare of Orwell's 
four’ is a eall to action, 

‘Tlomage to Catalonia’”’ 
an Italian volunteer, 
only onee but who remained in his mind 
of the revolutionary spirit. But there is nothing ab 
stract in Orwell’s pieture of this man; he is an indi 
a flesh-and-blood comrade. Not 
only his companions in the trenches but also the Fas 
were individuals for 
‘Curiously enough,’’ he wrote at the end of 
‘‘the whole experience has left me with not 
belief in the deceney of human 
This was a man. remember, who had nearly 
lost his life for a cause he had adopted and had been 
rewarded by having his liberty, if not his life, placed 
in jeopardy. He might well speak of his belief as 
know it was genuine, for he lived by 
lasted 


ture of 
as a symbol 


vidual human being 
cists in the opposing trenches 
Orwell 

the book 
less belief but more 
beings 


eurious, but we 


it as long as his life 
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Current Attractions 


SYMPHONY 


HE eminent conductor Sergiu Celibidache, who 

is so widely admired in our midst, will again 

appear on a local podium for « brief season of 

four Sunday morning concerts at the Teatro 
Metropolitano (September 21st and 28th and Octo- 
ber Sth and 12th), directing the Philharmonic Orches- 
tra of Mexico City. Celibidache’s local popularity is 
based on the brilliant suecess he has achieved con 
ducting this orchestra through various foregone sea 
sons. This orchestra, in facet, otherwise acephalous 
that is, lacking a permanent conductor, largely owes 
its existence to him. It was under his guidance that 
this ensemble of competent though inexperienced mu 
sicians achieved admirable eohesion and power, and 
it is fortunate indeed that it ean enjoy, if only perio 
dieally, his continued leadership 

To be sure, the splendid gifts of this conductor 
are demonstrated not only in his ability to achieve 
prodigious execution and interpretation leading sym 
phony orchestras of established renown, but even to 
a greater degree in his extraordinary facility to convert 
after a brief series of rehearsals a heterogeneous crowd 
of musicians into inspired performers within a unified 
ensemble, by imbuing each individual component with 
a zeal to achieve his best 

On the podium Sergiu Celibidache represents 
that rare combination of superb emotional outflow 
which characterizes Furtwaengler, and the tireless ef 
fort toward perrtection and fealty of interpretation 
which distinguish Toseanini. Directing an orchestra 
his personality seems to become fused with it: he and 
the men who perform under his baton reach a sineu 
lar unison of understanding and purpose. a creative 
wholeness wherein they all. so to speak, hecome to 
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By Vane C. Dalton 


tally submerged—a wholeness that, on the other hand 
infects the audience, that compels it to become likewise 
emotionally submerged in the performance and that 
crowns his concerts with repeated ovations 

A musicians of highest order, a brilliant teacher 
and trainer of orchestras, an excellent interpretor and 
a veritable master in the technique of the baton, Celi 
bidache has made a splendid contribution to the lo 
eal progress of symphony music. For it ean be hardly 
denied that the Philharmonic Orchestra of Mexico 
City, which has so highly distinguished itself under 
his guidanee, fills a definite want. Hitherto, through 
out at least twenty vears, we had the annual seasons 
of the Mexican Symphony Orchestra conducted by 
Carlos Chavez, which extended over ten or twelve 
weeks. But since Chavez disbanded this orchestra se 
veral years ago, despite the creation of its successor, 
the National Symphony Orchestra, which he periodi 
eally conducts, the requirements of our ample musica! 
audience have not been properly filled. Obviensly, in 
addition to the National Symphony, this rapidly grow 
ing city can support an unofficial ensemble such as 
the Philharmonic Orchestra, even if its existence must 
somewhat precariously depend upon the availability 
of visiting conductors 

The opening program of the brief season offer 
ed by this orchestra will comprise Beethoven's Se 
venth symphony, Weber's ‘‘Euryanthe’’ overture, 
Debussy’s Nocturnes, and Tschaikowsky’s overture 
from *‘Romeo and Juliette.”’ 
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O ERA SEASON 


rhe annual season by the Opera Academy vl the 
National Institute of Fine Arts. to be staged at the 
Palacio de Bellas Artes will open on Thursday the 
Zoth of this month with the presentation of Verdi's 
1] Travator Rosa Rodrigue z, soprano, Concha de 
j 


los Santos, contralto, Fortunato Guerra, tenor, and 


Hugo Avendaio, baritone pupils of the above Aca 
demy, are the new singers who will make their initial 
public appearance in leading roles 

The season will consist of five plays, eae h to be 
performed twice, on consecutive Thursday nights and 
Sunday afternoons. The repertoire and respectiv 
dates are as follows ‘Il Travator.”’ September 25th 
and 28th; Pergolesi’s ‘‘La Serva Padrona one act 
Debussy’s **The Prodigal Soen."’ (one act) and Mon 
eayo's *‘La Mulata de Cérdoba ol act) on Octo 
ber 9th and I2th: Cimarosa’s kK) Fr mon Seere 
to,’’ on October 16th and 8th: Puecini’s Madame 
Butterfly "on Oetober 25rd and 26th: Rieardo Cas 
tro’s *‘La Leyenda de Rudel,’’ (one act) and Pueei 
ni’s **Gianni Sehichi,’ one act on Oetober 2Oth and 
November Ist 

The musical and stage direction of this brief and 
experimental season has been entrusted to Hernan 
dez Moneada, Salvador Ochoa, and Armando Montiel 
Olvera 

While the main purpose of this season, as those 
of the toregone years, 18 to provide experience tor 
new talents, it should not be regarded merely as a 
publie test of deserving tyros. Althongh the perform 
ance of the cast is not likely to reach the best pro 
fessional levels, it will not fail to please those whose 
exigencies are not set too high, or the kind of spect- 
ators who enjoy the spectacle of opera even if it is 
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Art and Personal Notes 


AINTINGS in oil and tempera by Ignacio Agui- 
P rre comprise the highly interesting current exhi 
bit at the Salon de la Iliastica Mexicana (Valle de 
Puebla No. lod). This is a most timely exhibit, for it 
brings to public view the work of a signifieant Me- 
xican painter that is not as widely known as it uese: 
ves to be 

As a painter, Aguirre unmistakably belongs to 
the mural tradition. His style shows a well absorbed 
influence of the older masters-—Rivera, Rodriguez 
Lozano, Leopoldo Mendez. His subjects are drawn 
from indigenous life, with portrait studies of children 
in predominance. The works assembled for this show 
have been painted during the course of the past ten 
years 


{ NITIATING Jast month its activities in new and 
quite appropriate quarters (Calle Lisboa No, 48), 
El Cireulo de Bellas Artes de México offered a col- 
lection of thirty paintings in oil by Antonio Navarre- 
te. The **Remate Subasta’’ exhibit, which is t 
say, the paintings are being auctioned off to highest 
bidders 


Is a 


ALERIA ARTE MODERNO (Plaza Santos Dego- 

llade No. 16 C) is presenting during this month a 
group of prints, titled ‘‘Posadas Poblanas,’’ by An 
tonio Roman Hernandez. Jointly with this show this 
gallery is exhibiting on its upper floor a collection 
f painting various contemporary Mexican 
as prints by French engravers 


rs by artists 


as well 


ROMANO (Calle de José Marroqui No 
publie the work of a new 
and quite artist, Carmen Ilarlan Laroche, 
consisting of paintings in oil and water pastel 
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a quite mature crafsmanship 
finds an outiet in purely 
worn themes. 


whica, unfortunately, 
decorative and rather out 


HE excellent landscape by Boris Antipovitch re 

produced on the cover of this magazine, as well 
as the others reproduced in its pages, torm part of a 
voluminous one-man show currently offered by the 
Cireulo de Artes de Mexico (Calle de Lisboa 
No. 45 


A® a living example of high versatility, Pepe Ro 

mero, the popular columnist whose daily feature 
pungently enlivens the pages of the English 
newspaper, ‘‘The News,’’ holds a quite unique pos) 
tion. In addition to the task of compiling his daily 
column, Romero is now finishing the bulky manu 
script of a book dealing with life, events and people 
in Mexico; though in large part with personal ex- 
periences—quite extensive and variegated for a young 
man of his years—which is to be brought out early 
next Spring by a leading publishing firm in the United 
States 


B Ile 
C11 AS 


local 


In addition to these tasks, however, Romero has 
been quite profitably devoting all his spare time to 
painting, with the result that possibly prior to the 
appearance of his book, his pietures will be exhibited 
in one of the better local galleries 


Romero is not a novice at the brush, having at 
one time achieved a considerable reputation in Los 
Angeles as a mordant cartoonist. His newer work, 
though, is of a much more serious vein. Inspired by 
Mexican themes, without descending to the folkloric 
or pictorial, it reveals a ruggedly articulate style 
which stems from an intuitive and deeply personal 
approach to reality 
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MAYA y CIA. S. A. 
San Juan de Letran No. 5-B. 


SODA FOUNTAIN 
TOBACCOS — GIFTS 
and the most Complete Assortment in 


PERFUMERY 
DRUGS and SUNDRIES 


Tel 21-59-48 Mexico. D. F 
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PLATERiA ALAMEDA 
HAND-HAMMERED STERLING SILVER SETS. 
SILVER JEWELRY. MEXICAN JADE. GIFTS 
AT BEST PRICES. 
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Fine Ladies 
Tailoring. 


Exclusive 
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English Materials 
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Othce 109 
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México, D. F 
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west fixed price. 


us a visit. 


a) J 








LIFE September, 1952 


biguous attitude, this shabby mystery | have created 
makes the situation unbearably trying. What the hell 
am | doing it for’ 


Suppose | just yanked off this false front and 
told them the truth—unwound my little story—told 
them about this funny guy called Russei! Haggard 
who knows such a hell of a lot yet does not know 
how to straighten himself out and get eving; told 
them about this hapless genius whose seething and 
prolific mind has produced a perpetual abortion 
brought forth a maze of ideas futilely whirling in a 
void; told them about this stalwart man of action 
who is exhausting his energies in ignominious flight 
from action, in running away from himself. in hiding 
under a shabby disguise. Suppose you give them the 
straight dope on this pathetic befuddled adolescent 
who at the brink of middle age still can't figure out 
what it’s all about. Go ahead, wise guy. ‘Tell them 
Begin at the beginning. Tell them how you did not 
make up the two years of college because you were 
writing that book, and how you were still seribbling 
along while gathering vital experience sweating on 
the assembly line in Detroit, seribbling on Sundays 
and late in the nights, and how it seemed to you 
that vou had a clear purpose and sense of direction 
until Em started sneaking into your room. Sure. You 
thought it was just a prank. Nothing of consequen 
ce. You were having a little wayside fun, that’s all 
Mrs. Cavannaugh was not overcharging you for the 
room, and with her daughter’s favors thrown in it 
was a real bargain. Some day you would have had 
enough of it, and you would look around for a new 
rooming house. But that’s not the way it worked 
out. Hell, you said to yourself, this is not love. This 
is just something that a fellow might permit himself 
to do thoughtlessly—something that will end one day 
and leave a guy free to go his way. And all the time 
you knew that you were lying to yourself: you knew, 
that Em meant much more to you than you eared to 
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admit—that though you were pues apart you were 
inseparable. So you did not go out and look for a 
new rooming house. Hating yourself and hating her, 
you married her, and there were the three lethargic 
years when nothing seemed to matter any more, un 
til her pregnancy jarred you loose. That was the 
final inseverable bond. Now you were definitely czeg 
ed. But while you were yet fumbling in a void, try 
ing to make up your mind, Em made it up for you. 
All at ance everything was clear. She would go 
through with it alone, she said. She would have the 
child, but she would not share it with you. She was 
not good enough for you, wise guy, but she had the 
courage and integrity you lacked. And so she kicked 
you out. Came damn near making a bum out of you 
for a while. Knocked the skids from under you; cast 
you out and sent you rolling till you hit bottom. You 
went down pretty low. Then presently vou gathered 
some of your bearings, started crawling along, and 
finally staged your brilliant comeback as a dashing 
salesman with a phony string of literary gab as a 
sideline. You haven't done much seribbling lately 
that manuscript is resting in that trunk you left in 
storage in New York—but you still carry a few books 
in your suitcase so that returning at the end of a day's 
hustling to the eternal solitary dreariness of a hotel 
room you can read yourself to sleep. That's the pictu 
re, old hoy. Why don’t you drag it out and let them 
have a peep at at? 


They had finished their peach melbas und had a 
sip of brandy, and now, with Haggard’s absent-mind 
ed lapses, their conversation began to lag. Nor was 
his absent-mindedness simulated when he failed to 
make the customary gesture of reaching for his wal 
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Hot Water Immediately! 
WITH THE WORLD'S FINEST HEATER 


“ASCOT” 


(Model 701 - 780 Lts. per hour at 45°C) 

Just by turning any hot water tap “ASCOT™ 
gives you immediate and uninterrupted 
service for you bath. kitchen or 
laundry. 

‘ASCOT” is safe. inexpensive, and 
has been made especially for use 
in Mexico. 

Representatives for the Mexican Republic 


CALEFACCION MODERNA S.A. 


CALLE HAMBURGO 33 MEXICO. D. F. 
Telephones: 11-99-52 & 11-99-53 
Service & Technical Dept.: 35-17-10 (Ext. 3) 
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Finest and Most Exclusive 
Hand-Painted Skirts in Mexico. 
Come and admire them! 


México Bolle 





Londres 136-A 
Next to Bar Mosca Azul 
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AUTO - RADIO 
and 
LUXURY 
ACCESSORIES 
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# AUTOMOBILES 
Television 


Repair of Home and Auto Radios. 
Authorized Distributors of 
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AV. CHAPULTEPEC No. 148, Corn. MORELIA 
Tel. 28-93-74 Mexico. D. F 
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Literary Appraisals. 

EPITAPH OF A SMALL WINNER. By Machedo de Ass- 
is. Translated fr-m the Portuguese by Williem L. Gross- 
men |ilustrated by Shai Frisch. 223 pp. New York: No- 
ondey Press 


Hl ubleatpear ot this thowe Is 
T ong clelaved It is also a majer contribution to 
eriean erat For all our sweet talk about the 
have 


et of Justice 


ter-American understanding, we 


ttle at the intellectual level a scatter 


nel prose: a tew trans 
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5 de MAYO 29 "H 
Mexico. D. F. 
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Practical, 
Sturdy. 
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Prices. 
Tel. 14-31-35 
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ISSl. and it is clearly one of those books which we 


can ca clefinitive It is there complete, done i stu ° 
ty of irenie disillusionment couched im the most ce n e@xico -= 
wate suavity of despa a love story l SUP prrse ! 
raz Cubas, writing from the grave, and his miracu h Id 
ucly Qcentéed gist Glnallis con bs 60 pinned dow as the world over- 
ml categorized At any rate, it is the eo ! u 


iaine in its fullest immediacy 


There are re narkably lew aWs The me / 
tous Is formal: an odd kind of eehoing Sterne, the 
4, J / 
t¥ypographida and svutdetica tricks of fristrat C' VT f Oo 


Shandy thus, we have a page of nothing but pe 


iods, exclamatiot points and marks of interrogation D E L U x E 


and the whimsically brief chapters (there are more 


than 150 in a short novel with the intrusive com I { 
nents of raz seem uneasily derivative SCOTCH W iSKY 
There is, too, a kine of truculent archness that now 


and then seems to be exeretsing ttsell tor tts owt is preferred by all these whe 


sake—just as in Hardy we get those dour interludes 
of something like philosophy but something that cer exact the BEST 
tainly cannot be ealled art) Faults of the era, ot 
Course but ther ire more than compensated far by 
the yric tension of the writing, the deep and wity Call for it at your 
ing insights inte the motives of human love, betrayal 
und regret favourite store 
The translation is. in general mo 6addmirable one 
There is perhaps an overindulgence in co loquialis 1 
and there is no possible *‘ perhaps about the imtru 
sion «of such i word as eurvaceots Ww describing 
yeouraphs f the herotne But these are rryatee 
taste What matters ts, that we ha 
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Abraham Gonzalez No. 3 (Basement) 
Between Morelos & Donato Guerra. - Tel. 35-93-23 
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Se ostenta con orgullo, 
se usa con placer— 
Parker “SI” 


* jUa instrumento de prec isién! 
La Parker "51" es la pluma mas 
deseada del mundo. 

{Tal parece ansnma de es- 
eribir! Su plumilla con punta de 
suave osmiridio flota sobre el 
papel. Y si la lena Ud. con la 
magica Tinta Parker "51", cada 
pelabra seca a medida que se 
eacribe. 

Pida que le muestren una 
Parker — hoy mame, 


Parker. 51 
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FACTORY. 
The Best manufactured in Mexico. 
Directly from the factory ot factory prices EBES 
AMADO NERVO 82- MEXICO.0 F 
Phone 16 48 54 ~ English Spoken 
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AYUNTAMIENTO 44-1 
Reg. 5.5.A. No. 29819 - Prop. B-! 











————— 


LIFE September, 1952 


CHILE. By Gilbert J. Butlend. 128 pp. New York: Royei 
Institute of International Afteirs 


URUGUAY. By George Pendle. 100 pp. New York Ro- 


yal Institute of International Atfeirs 


T HE Royal Institute of International Affairs (Cha- 

tham House, as everybody calls it from the name 
of its London headquarters) is performing a notable 
service to students of Latin America. These two lit- 
tle books on Chile and Uruguay are the first in a 
projected series. A companion volume on [Brazil by 
J. A. Camacho is coming out this month and another 
on Colombia by W. 0. Galbraith is due in the autumn. 
One hopes that Chatham House will keep up the good 
work until all twenty Latin-American countries are 
covered 

Ilaving these two volumes as samples, we can 
look forward to the others remarkably compact and 
yet each gives the essential information on the coun- 
try under study. It might be argued that they could 
be more colorful and entertaining, but sinee their 
object is to inform and to provide handy references 
on the nations concerned, that is not a valid critic 
ism. Tourists looking for guide books to Chile and 
Uruguay must find them elsewhere. These are serious 
works for students, business men and journalists, and 
they are skillfully done, for it is not easy to boil 
down the history, geography, economies, ethnography 
and polities of a country into the covers of such slim 
books. Gilbert Butland, a teacher who lived for years 
in Chile and who now teaches at Birmingham Univer 
sity, should be particularly commended for his em 
phasis on the way Chileans clung to democratic prac 
tices through depressions and revolutions 


. . * 

For George Pendle of the British LBroadeasting 
Company, Uruguay is ‘*South America’s First Welfare 
State,’’ and he eal!s it that in his subtitle. This is a 
matter of definition, but certainly this smallest of 
South American republies is socially one of the most 
advanced and politically one of the most democratic 
in the world. Mr. Pendle’s book is up-to-date enough 
to eontain the latest experiment in government by 
executive council, which started last winter 

There has been a new surge of interest in the 
United States in Latin American affairs. but it hap 
pens to be the Pritish who are providing it with 
this important undertaking in contemporary history 
More power to them! 


H L. M. 
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RESTAURANT 
A charming supper spot 
Excellent Mexican Food. Open 6 p.m. to 11 pm 


Huichapan 21, Col. Hipodromo Condesa 
Tel.: 14-32-21, 37-30-13 
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BAROQUE ARCHITECTURE 


Continued from page 23 


1682-1690, it has a Baroque facade of dark brown ston: 
which is exceedingly rich in deiicate sculpture. The 
entrance is recessed, with three sets of niches on either 
side, in three stories, each niche flanked by earved 
columns in a variety of orders, an elaborated Dorie on 
pedestals at the first story, lonie on the second, and 
an elongated Corinthian on the third; while each of 
the niches contains a statue of a saint. A fourth story 
over the entrance, bounded by great Baroque volutes, 
contains an areh framing a statue of Our Lady of So 
litude. The church houses a locally celebrated image 
of that lonely virgin. to which is attributed the usual 
miraculous healing power. It was that image that 
was responsible for the founding of the ehureh, and 
the story of the founding is as follows 

A muleteer approaching Oaxaca noticed that a 
strange mule, carrying a covered box, had joined his 
earavan. On arriving at the spot where now stands 
the Chureh of La Soledad, the mule fell by the road 
side and was unable to rise. Fearful that he would 
he charged with having stolen the animal, the mule 
teer hastened to notify the town officers, who proceed 
ed to loosen the bands that held the box and removed 
the lid. In the bex was found an image of a Virgin 
with a note stating that she was “‘Our Lady of Soli 
tude at the Foot of the Cross.’" With the burden re 
moved, the mule tried to rise, but trembled violently 
and fell dead. Impressed by this strange combination 
of events, the bishop ordered a shrine built on the site 
replaced later by the present church); a magnificent 
wardrobe was prepared for the image of the Virgin 
and pearls, rubies, and diamonds were thrust upon 
her, the largest pearl being placed in her forehead 
It is related that at one time a worshipper, in a mo- 
ment of over-zealous devotion, had succeeded in ex 
tracting the pear] from the Virgin's forebead with his 
teeth and was just about to make off with it when 
intercepted by the authorities. Since that time the 
jewels have been kept earefully locked ip 


. . . 


Of no great architectural importance, but furni 
shing an interesting and curious contrast to the splen 





Virginia's Florencia 
’ American Beauty Salon 
EXPERT CUTTING, TINTING, | 
COLD WAVES COMPLETE 
from $40.00 
English Speaking Operators 
Corn. Florencia & Liverpool 
Tel. 11-30-30 
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BAG and SHOE FACTORY 
Come and see how your Bag is made. 
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OF Bet nd AOL 


Mexico's Newest. Most Modern and in 

many respects Finest Hotel extends a 

cordial invitation to the traveling public, 

in the assurance of deserving its patron- 

age by providing the utmost in comfort 
and service. 


Single rooms with bath, or Suites with one. 
two or three bedrooms, living room and kitchen. 
Air conditioned. 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE, RESTAURANT 
featuring a choice international cuisine 
GARAGE 


Close to the center, yet away from congestion 
and noise, Hote! Monte Cassino offers unexcel- 
led accommodations for gracious living. 


MAKING YOUR HOME AT MONTE CASSINO 
WILL GREATLY ADD TO THE ENIOYMENT OF 
YOUR VISIT IN MEXICO CITY 
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dor of Santo Domingo at the other end of the city, is 

e th ittle market church of San Juan de Dios Built 

9 At o mark the site of the first primitive church in Oa 

LAL Cf aca, it is the chosen shrine of the Indians. It has a 

. 7 wood ceiling and contains, in addition to a 

native historical paintings, some very real 

gures shown in the tlames of purgatory au Vir 

deep mourning, and a bleeding Christ deeorous 

ing white ruffled painties held in place with 
pink ribbon 

hat contrast is Oaxaca’ and that contrast is Da 

rene The Indian, after many days on the road prob 

iblv afoot, stops at that little market church to wor 

ship elort the mages there before taking up his «tu 

ties at the market; and the ety until very recently 

eut off from the rest of the world except tor an eight 

hour ride on the narrow-gauge railroad and with an 

automobile radius of not more than twenty or thirty 

miles. has long heer even before it wa reached by 

the highway replete with streamlined automobiles 

They are used principally te drive around the plaz 

merely taking the places of the decorated coaches o1 

Produced by the days when the churches were built That plaza 

is lined with ‘‘portales,’’ where one can sit and enjoy 

CREMERIA AMERICANA tall drink as one watches the life go by the wealthy 

andowner, or his lady, being driven by a chauffeur 


AMERICAN CREAMERY the busy merchant on his way back to his shop after 


a long siesta; and the simple Indiaa; interested, pet 


“Gloria’’ and ‘‘La Camelia’’ haps only vaguely, in how the other half lives 
(Salted) (Un-Salted) 


e at 4° Martire > C nquista 94 PITO PEREZ 


7 r 
tacubay ‘ Cantinued from page 19 





mance Father Butron whistled marvelously au pass 

age from some opera and José Elguero recited some 

fe verses of his own invention. But PT shall return to ne 
)MENESS Soledad and her aunt, Dona Chiseria 
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| have heard tell of blue ribbon bulls. se called 
because they give a brilliant performance at every 
stage of the bullfight Dota Cliseria wi ne 
those bulls, and she came to the end of her act with 


of the World's 
Best Makes. 


a great deal of dash and a high head 


MITLA BAGS, S. A. 


LEATHER GOODS FACTOR / 
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We specialize in 
HAND.TOOLED LEATHER 


Buy direct from manufacturer 


ce at factory prices. 
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for ANSCO Products. 


24 Hour service in developling 300 beautifully appointed rooms 
and printing. Silver purified water throughout 


Telephone and radio in every room 
Spacious Colonial Lobby 
7 r >| i Roof Garden 
FOTO | ATINA ~ A ' c f Ameri an Cuisine 
’ ; ; Personal Service 
GANTE 3-B eee and IT COSTS LESS! 
Mexico, D. F. pay mag tga 
S. JUAN DE LETRAN. Corn. J. M. IZAZAGA 


Experts in Color Film. 
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Soledad, her hiece. mherited the Ln pet uiolistess 
of her aunt. She spent her lite, gay and flirtatious 
with a cigarette in her mouth and a guitar in her 
handel 

When she used to see me pass mm front of her 
house, she would eall me with her natural pertness 
‘Come in here, Pito Perez. I'll give you a drink and 
a song if vou'll tell me the price of corn this week 

‘Not only would | give all the figures fully an 
clearly, but | would also tell her how the trade was 
running, quarter by quarter, se that Seledad would 
go on singing and playing 

‘With her legs erossedl. she showed a wilinpse ol 
her ealf, and when she leaned back to play a_ se 
venth, her breast stood out in relief like a duet from 
the disturbing seore of La Traviata 

‘Onee, when | could no longer bear the torment 
ing doubt as to whether those protuberances were 
real, | placed my hand over Soledad’s heart. Rather 
than leave off practicing a difficult accompaniment 
she allowed my hand to remain 

‘Wait, Pite, here comes the second part 
And indeed the second part came out beautifully 

From that time on, what a serene life IL led, 
without worrtes of desires ' Iler songs were langue 
reous, rhythmical, and sad, the songs that make you 
weep for no reason. And since they fed me in Dota 
(‘liseria’s house, | felt that | had suddenly grown 
rich, and that the kernels of corn in the boxes were 
shining gold coins, ancient half-peseta pieces whieh 
If ran through my avaricious hands 

‘But one unlucky day the guitar disappeared 
Soledad did not eome out of her room and Dofia Clise- 
ria said, with a frankness which permitted me no 
rejoinder ‘Don't come here any more, Pite Perez 
Soledad is going to marry the new rent collector and 
he’s jealous of vou.”’ 

‘Like the dignified gentleman | was, | did not 
even pass through her street again 

‘The banns were read and the wedding day came 
From a distance | followed the wedding party 
to the ehureh and saw the couple come out married 
she with the modesty of a bride, not lifting her eyes 





POSADA SAN ANGELO 
RESORT HOTEL 
Plaza del Carmen 17 

San Angel. Mexico 20, D. F. 
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EL MILLONCITO 


Bolivar 20. Apdo. Postal 8493 
Tels.: 
18-45-79. 18-45-82 & 36-06-44 


Exclusive Distribuitors for the Mexican 
Republic of the finest and most costly 





cigarettes in the world: 


— 


THE ARISTOCRAT OF CIGARETTES! 
Most choice Turkish and Egyptian tobaccos. 
Especially for the Ladies 
TINS OF 50 CIGARETTES with GOD TIPS 


Exclusive Distributors of the most 





Famous of Habana Cigars 























Museo Nacional de Artes 


e Industrias Populares 


POPULAR ART PRODUCTS ON SALE 


A non-profit institution devoted to the 
conservation and _ rehabilitation cf 
popular native arts and crafts. 


AVE. JUAREZ 44 MEXICO, D. F. 
Tel. 21-66-79 














OF HABANA, CUBA 
produced in all shapes and sizes, mild 
strong, perfect for gilts 


You may choose them also at any 
of our branches: 


“Tabaqueria Campoamor”’ 


Bolivar 38 
Tels.: 21-82-58. 36-07-67 & 35-98-47 


“Tabaqueria Fina” 


Av. Juarez, 83, Next to Hotel Regis 
Tel. 21-17-25 


“Tabaqueria Princesa” 


San Juan de Letran 50. Next to Cine Princesa 


“Lonja Tabaquera” 


5 de Mayv 57, Entrance to Restaurant Cifuentes 
Tels.: 21-82-60 & 36-45-13 


MEXICO, D. F 


CALL FOR THEM AT FIRST-CLASS 
TABACCO SHOPS, RESTAURANTS, 
HOTELS or NIGHT CLUBS. 


We are open Sundays and holidays 
For mail Orders, address 


EL MILLONCITO 


BOLIVAR N°’ 20. - MEXICO 1, D. F. 
APARTADO POSTAL No. 8492 























PAINTING 
PLASTERING 
DECORATION 





STRESSING THE HIGHEST IN QUALITY 
AND THE LOWEST IN PRICE. 





If you are building or renovating your home, 


store or office building, and would like a truly first class job in 


plastering, painting and decoration, we are prepared to do it. 


We employ an expert personnel and highest quality mate- 





rials. All our work carries a strict guarantee of complete satisfac- 
tion. No job is too big or too small for us, and if you will ask for 


our estimate you will find that our prices are lower than the usual. 


It will pay you to see us before you close your contract. 


“DECORACION MODERNA” 
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off the ground; he wiping the sweat from his fore = 
head, like an ox yoked to a cart INCONEL ; 
‘Afterward, at the godfather’s house there was > 
a banquet and a dance. There | decided to present 
neal wishing to dine for once at the Fh re MONEL 
expense; | who had already dined so often at the 
cost of the bride. The banquet was a good one, with NICKEL 
three soups and three desserts. All the most distin 
guished people in the village were there. Even my) 
cousin Chucha was present with her venerable Don 
**1-Do-Well-By-You."’ as the malicious were begin 
ing to eall him 
‘Hilario’s band played polkas and schottisches 
while Pedregosa’s played hill songs 
“Go on, maestro. Play a waltz.”’ they said to 
the latter 
“Tl ean't because I need a drink.’ 
‘Before the guests had found their places at the 
table, they were served glasses of a native punch 
which combined Catalonian wine, sherry, and other standard alloys 
beverages 
‘I took my place at the foot of the table, ming . 
ling with the unimportant people, and trying to hide 
as well as possible the disgraceful eondition of my 


attire @ 
‘The time for the toasts came and the priest. f rs ecial roblems 
with a provocative smile which arose from the depths 
of his glass, said affectionately, ‘‘Increase and mul- 
tiply, my children.’’ Afterward the town clerk spoke 
praising the youthfw splendor of the groom and 
the white innocence of the virgin in her white wed ° 
ding dress. When the clerk had finished, I got to my La Paloma, Cia. de Metales, S. A. 
feet, improvising these bad verses MESONES 33 CALZ. MARINA NACIONAL 528 
Distribuitors of 
Pcgplleanap -egpe-png- or dal THE INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY, INC 
n your choice of a bride 
She is generous, pretty, , 
Hard-working. and nearly as good as new Attention-Buick Owners- 
She has a mole on her breast 
Hair on her legs 
And. for this von ean thank me Before starting on your 
She is not ticklish anv more 
trip you should have your 
Buick inspected oy this 
authorized Service Station 


t Fy | eZ 
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The bridegroum stovd up, his hair disheveled, 
his eyes showermg sparks. Seizing a bottle trom the 
table, he threw it at me with sucn good aim that 


struck me squarely im the torehead 


it 
and sent me rol 
bathed im my own blood 

The diners jeft the table and the musicians im 
vaded the parlor, playing their instruments; and i 
the midst of all the uproar, as [ afterward heard, 
only Don 1-Do-Well-By-You"’ was laughing, think 
ing no doubt how he had eseaped a like toast on his 
wedding lay 


ling to the tioor 


My luck as a lover has been very bad. Recalling 
all my misfortunes’ some popular verses come to 
mind, although they do not summarize my life to the 


let 
letter 


What thanks do | owe the sun 

kor the warmth it gave me? 

| was sent to school as a child, 

To the wars in manhood, 

Was made to wear horns as a husband, 
And at last was condemned to die 
What thanks do | owe the sun 

For shining upon me?’ 


(To be continued m the October Number) 


A FIFSTA OF ANCIENT MEXICO 
Continued from page 12 
he young man could go out day or night Whatever 
account be truest, it is certain that he had a great 
unmount of liberty, being able to circulate freely in 
he city and at quite a distance from it. The story 
ut being put in a eage at night does not ring true, 
t seems too mueh of an indignity to cage the re 
preseitative of a god 
In Texseoeos he went out at night and woke the 
people with his rattles and flute play'ng 


would hen rma 


The peop'e 
from their beds to light some incen 
¢. They went out to meet him. waving the incense 
burner in front of him se that he would be touched 
by the smoke The women would hold out their ba 
hbies to he touched by him They would then vo back 
s and burn ineense 

The et leal 


to their home 


a full and pleasant life, surround 

‘ | of the available luxuries. Ile was given 
every honor that the god himself might be tendered, 
and there was practically no difference between the 
god and the victim in the eves of the people. He was 
a sort of living Cuplieate of the idol, whe had to be 
available for people to admire 
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if he became too fat from his free and easy life 
and heavy meais he was given salt water to drink, 
until he reduced sufficiently 

jie was always accompanied by the other victina 
who represented the deity Muitzilipochtli, but his 
companion was not worshipped 

ile was not very heavily guarded because it was 
a great honor to be chosen as the living god, and be 
cause if he did escape he would not be accepted back 
into his homeland, for to be a coward was as bad as 
being a traitor. However, the guards were probably 
watehful, no doubt under striet orders from the cap 
tain of the guard, who had to forfeii his own life if 
he left the vietim escape 

It is said that he rested upon stone seats erected 
near cross-roads for the convenience of Tezeatlipoca 
who went on his nightly rounds in the disguise of the 
night-wind. It is interesting to note that several small 
towns near Texcoco, such as Coatlichan and Huexotla, 
still have today, in prominent places and widely seat 
tered, just such round stones in existence. They are 
about two feet high and about a foot in diameter 

All sources are in aceord with the fact that the 
victim was given four beautiful maiden, twenty days 
before his death, with whom he had intercourse for 
the remaining period of his life 

The women seem to have been raised especially 
for the purpose of marriage with the earthly repre 
sentative of Tezeatlipoca They bore the names of 
four goddesses 

Xilonen: The Goddess of the Tender Ears oi 
torn 

Xochiquetzal: The Goddess of Flowers and Love 

Atlatonan: Our Mother among the Waters 

Uixtocihuat!: The Goddess of Salt 

These women remained with the victim constant 
lv during the last period of the fiesta, and kept him 
well occupied with romantic affairs. They were all 
pretty and well-educated, and at the time of union 
with the vietim they were all virgins. According to 
Mexican mythology the deities were all fairly promis 
‘uous so that if a God ean have an inearnation, or 
representative, on earth, surely the representative is 
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entitled to all of the privileges pertaining to his of- 
fice. 

Unfortunately no source, which has come to the 
attention of the author as yet, has mentioned how the 
giris were raised, by whom, what qualifications were 
necessary, what happened to them after the fiesta, 
or what became of children resulting from the sacred 
union. It is a natural assumption to believe that the 
girls were raised in special religious schools by pries- 
tesses and that they were probably never permitted 
to remarry. Would a woman who had been married 
to a deity stoop to marry an ordinary mortal! 

The children were doubtless treated very reverent- 
ly, and were probably made nobles, as fitting for sons 
of a powerful god. The girls likely lived a religious 
life in the temples, helping to officiate in various 
fiestas, and preparing other young candidates for 
brides of Tezcatiipoca. 

Five days before his sacrifice the victim was gi 
ven special banquets held at various refreshing and 
interesting places around the shores of Lake Tex- 
coco. He was accompanied by many peop!e, inelud- 
ing all of the nobility, except the Ruler, who stayed 
behind in his palace, *‘guarding his dignity and au- 
thority,’’ and probably sulking at the lack of atten- 
tion being paid to him. 

The first day the victim was given a fiesta in 
the place, still existing on the Pan American High- 
way a short distance from Mexico City, called Tee- 
cama, The second day in either Tlateloleo or Huitz- eat 
nahuae the third day on the large hill in the middle Boeri ia ie 

om 








of Lake Texcoco, called Tepetzineo, and on the fourth 
day on another large hill called Tepepuleo, now called 
Pefion del Marqués 

On the morning of the last day a dance was held 
in honor of the young man soon-to-die. The entire 
temple patio and surroundings were decorated with 
green branches and many flowers, presenting a pleas- 
ing and refreshing background for the ceremony 

All of the temple boys were garbed in mantles 
like fine nets, with garlands of popeorn about their 
shoulders, carrying ropes of popeorn. The temple 
girls wore new elothes and ornaments, and had the 
same netlike mantle, and also wore strings of 1 
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eorn around their necks. On their heads were tiaras 
made of thin rods, which were covered with popcorn. 


. Their feet and arms were covered with red feathers, 
{ * ; ; 
/ which showed that they were unmarried maidens 
a Le Their cheeks were dyed with a red mineral color 


toth boys and girls carried long ropes of pop 
corn and put them on the heads and sround the necks 


A r e y Oo u of the nobles. The nobles were dressed in the same 


fashion as the rest, but carried bouquets of flowers 


P as a distinguishing mark. They were also set apart 
areguia r i 


by wearing their ornaments given them as special 





* privileges for brave deeds in battle: labrets_ ear-plugs, 
subscri b er | necklaces and sandals, made of jade, serpentine, obsi 
dian and other bighly polished stones 

i The four women married to the representative 

of Tezeatlipoca were dressed as the Goddesses for 
whom they were named. The officiating priests were 
stained black, and had their hair arranged im long 
braids, with white ribbons. They wore the military uni 


M & - d : form of Tezeatlipoca, and all wore gorgeous arrays o! 
exicanLife?) “*: 

ea The priests brought out the finely dressed victim 

‘ ’ 4 i from the temple on a litter, which was heaped with 

non nag ey ney ~ . eal popeorn Power 2 by the dancing throng, while the 

Ss 8 oem © of. comiving oe pee litter was carried around the patio. Two priests walk- 

+ } camp : ed in front of the litter, carrying two large incense 

promptly _ —_ burners. The burners were occasionally raised as high 

Mates. In U. & A. or Conade as possible so that the smoke would envelop the vic- 

Tee Dollars and Fifty Cents tim, and eventually reach the sun. The purpose was 


for one year. In Mexico—12.06 said to be that the prayers of the people should be 


pesos, In England and on the taken up to heaven in the same way that the smoke 
Continent—Five Dollars, rose to great heights. 





FILL IN AND MAIL THIS SUBSCRIPTION 
BLANK NOW! 


ee ae 





3 The victim was earried around the periphery of 
MEXICAN LIFE the crowd during this dance, while the people in the 
center kept continually turning so that they would 
Uruguay, 3 Mexico City Mexico always face the litter. At the same time the people 
Please send me “MEXICAN LIFE” for one year starting flagellated themselves with cords of maguey fibor in 
With the.. (ieswe) which the spines of the maguey cactus were inserted. 
5 enclose 6... no ccccceee (hock oe money order) To make things even more difficult, part of the pa- 
a ; B as tio was also strewn with eactus leaves so that the 
Address Sane Age ee : devout might walk upon them if they so desired. 
The victim was then earried back to his room 
in the temple, whereupon a mass of people surged 
forward with flowers, arranged them in many inge- 
nious ways, and heaped the altar, floor, temple, and 
all the patio with them, until it appeared that they 
were all made of one solid piece. A most unique flo- 
ral presentation ! 

















Ineense was brought in vreat profusion and burnt 
’ placate the deities. while the people gave offerings 


; 
‘ 
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ef cloth, precious stones, pine resin, resinous woods, 
ears of corn and quail. Others offered food, fruit, 
elothing, ornaments and feathers, according to their 
status and wealth. The priests seemed to have appro- 
priated the offerings after the ceremony, but this is 
not surprising as they were foreed to live on charity. 
The poor offered live quail, which the priests took 
and twisted off their heads, flinging the wriggling 
remains at the food of the altar. 

After this sacrifice of birds the people went home 
to eat, leaving the fiesta temporarily suspended. 

Special food was prepared by women, who had 
begun to work at dawn, after making a particular 
vuw to do so. This food was takea to the temple, 
after the sacrifice of the vietim, by a procession of 
temple maidens. After the food was set down, at the 
foot of the temple steps, the temple boys carried it up 
to the priests where it was distributed among them 
The priests had feasted for five days, eating meager- 
ly only onee a day, and were therefore most thankful 
for the offering. 

Five days before the sacrifice the priests began 
to fast and went about in penitential robes, flagellat- 
ing themselves with ropes of maguey. This may be 
related to the special fiestas given to the victim which 
also started five days before his sacrifice. The priests 
scourged themselves while the vietim was diverting 
himself, or, in other words, while the god was being 
humored by visiting pleasant places, eating tasty di 
shes and dancing, the priests, to show that they were 
very humble. and to heighten the contrast between 
Man and God, denied themselves and punished them 
selves; all to court and count on the future favors 
of the supernatural beings. 

On the day of sacrifice the priests went from 
house to house with an incense burner and fumigated 
the house from post to corner. They included the in- 
habitants as well as the bowls, tools, petates, metates, 
serapes and baskets. They were paid by ears of corn 
for each article that they fumigated. 
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At Tepepuleo the victim was just finishing the 
last party in his honor, which had lasted all night. 
He was then placed in a brightly painted and bedeck- 
ed canoe, which was covered with a gay awning, and 
his wives stepped in after him. He was escorted by 
a vast crowd in canoes to a place called Acaquilpan 
or Coaltepee, where he bade farewell to his women. 
These young women then returned to Tenochtitlan 
with many tears and sighs, for they knew of the fate 
which was awaiting their lover. 

The victim then walked to a place called Tlapi- 
zahua, several miles down the road, where there was 
a small pyramid in very poor state of repair, all co 
vered with dirt and shrubs. He danced with the mul- 
titude in front of the temple and then went up the 
steps alone. Each step that he took he played a flute, 
of which he had an armful. 

On each step he broke a flute and took off some 
clothes. When he reached the top he was nude and 
without flutes. He was placed in a supine position 
over a rounded altar, and his arma, legs and head 
were held by assistant priests. The high-priest then 
made an opening in his chest with an obsidian knife 
and reached his hand inside the chest cavity to pull 
out the heart and sever the arteries. 

After his heart was wrenched out the high priest 
held the heart up to the sun and smeared blood on 
the mouth of the principal idol. Then he threw more 
blood up towards the sun, and later annointed the 
mouths of the other idols, and smeared some blood 
on the cornice of the door of the temlpe. 

The body was then respectfully carried down 
the temple steps to a patio, where his head was cut 
off and stuck upon a skull rack ealled Tzompantli. 
It is stated that the heart was burnt or kept in an 
urn. Several ancient writers state that his flesh was 
cooked and then eut into tiny pieces to be given to 
the nobility as a form of communion with their deity. 
One author says that part of the meat was also given 
to the successor of the victim, who had just been 
picked out as the new representative of Tezeatlipoea 
by the priests. After partaking of the morsel of flesh 
everyone wished the new victim good luck in his po- 
sition 
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This form of ritualistic communion has upleas- Meet 
ant similarity to the Christian ceremony of the Mass, 
and the early chroniclers state that it was the work 


of the Devil, to mock at them. Peotland 4 


However, the man who had originally captured 
the representative of Tezeatlipoca could not partake 
of his flesh, as the vietim was considered to be his favorite 
son or brother. The object of this type of cannibal- 
ism is not nourishment, but communion with divi- 
nity. 
The victim's head on the rack, was joined soon 


after by the head of the person who had represented 
brother deities. 

This fiesta represents the highly dramatic leave- 
taking of all mankind, in which everything is left 
behind, regardless of earthly position, wealth or po- 
wer, The ancient Mexicans were a most realistic peo- 
ple. The dramatic way in which they expressed their 
philosophy is most striking; carrying their symbol- 
ism to a final and logieal end. 

The representative of Tezeatlipoca also acted as 


a sort of messenger to the gods, letting them know x 
the wants of the people. It was of course taken for oD ap as N N a Ik 
granted that when the victim was sacrificed he would 4 
go straight up to the heaven of the Sun. No wonder 

he was so well treated by everye ie! What would WA LL ae K R 


happen if he should give a bad report to the gods? 


After the sacrifice the people went to a special SCOTCH WHISKY 
dance plaza and sang sacred songs, while they danced 
around a large drum. After the dances, at sunset, the The drink of fashion the world over 
temple maidens led a procession to the Temple of 


Tezcatlipoea. They carried bread mixed with honey Distributors for the Mexican Republic 
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ed, to the top of the temple. Dr. J. M. Vertiz N° 301-B Mexico. D. F 
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All of the school boys were arranged in a row, 
with canes in their hands and, at a signal, rushed up 
the temple steps, shouting atid seuffiing. The priests 
noticed which four boys arrived first. The rest of 
the boys snatched up the vodlilection plates and distri- 
buted its contents. 

The four boys who had won the race were then 
ceremonially bathed by the priests. Later they were 
given fine clothes and ornaments and were respected 
and honored by everyone. 

After the race up the temple steps, all those of 
marriageable age, or having prospects of employment, 
were allowed to leave schooi and the service of the 
temple. As the young people left the temple patio 
they were assaulted by the remaining children, with 
soft balls made of herbs and grass. 

They were also mocked, ridiculed and satirized 
because they were leaving a life of service to the 
gods, for the selfish reason of getting married or 
going to work. The priests were said to have looked 
on this custom rather indulgently with a sort of ** boys 
will be boys’’ attitude. 

Serving the gods was considered to be a very 
serious and sacred obligation, aml thus the young 
people who left such duties were gently chided. Ne- 
FITTING vertheless this ceremony served to impress on every 

one that a life spent serving the temple was of ‘‘high- 
er worth’’ that a secular one 

The children who remained had to beg their 
food, sleep on the floors, be submitted to rough pun 
ishment, bathe in cold fountains at midnight, pierce 
their tongues and ears with spines, run to the tops of 
mountains to gather pine boughs at night and listen 
daily to long-winded speeches which repeated unceas 
\ ingly the themes of morality and godliness. The cere- 

| A R i( ) | H A\ |. / nony of allowing them to throw balls of grass at the 
children leaving was very small reward indeed for 
their pains. The poor things should at least have been 
allowed to throw rocks! 

On this same day, small children were marked 
by the priests with obsidian knives on the chest, sto- 
mach, arms and wrists. This was considered to be a 
proof of citizenship, equivalent to our birth certifi- 
cate. Perhaps it was one way of protecting themsel- 
ves from unwelcome immigrants and spies. 
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A Mark of Distinction 
We offer you the opportunity to acquire the 
candelabra which can lend a mark of distin-tion 


to your residence, in a variety of beautiful styles 
—all in cut crystal or in crystal and broma. 


ALCANTARA 


Visit our exposition at 
Av. Alvaro Obregon No. 90. 
Tel. 11-64-51 


or at the Factory: 
ZIMPANGO, State of Mexico 


See the majestic candelabra at the Cine Real. planned 

















September, 1952 


The author has visited all of the places mention- 
ed in the text. Little now remains of any of these, 
onee so full of life. No temples or sacrificial altars 
are to be seen today. The deserted temple near Tia- 
pizahua, where the victim met his gods, has disappear- 
ed without trace. Probably the railroad track of the 
Mexico City-Puebla line runs right over it 

Caoaltepee where the victim gave his wives a 
last embrace, is now called Santiago and is only a few 
hundred yards from the Pan American highway. Te- 
pepuleo is now a corn-field, in which one can pick up 
bits of broken pottery. Tenochtitlan is underneath 
the modern Mexico City. 

The author has spoked to many people about this 
fiesta, near the spots it took place, but none remem- 
ber ever hearing about it. Only a few vague super- 
stitions, only remotely connected with this fiesta, have 
come down to us. 

Only pottery strewn all over the corn fields, in 
great profusion, is a mute witness of the drama of 
the past. Even the spirits of the ancient victims no 
longer haunt the routes of the past—they seem to 
have been driven away by the noise and fumes of the 
machine age. The juke box has drowned out the 
sound of the clay flutes. The locomotive has chased 
away the shadows of the dancers in the patio of the 
deserted temple. Corn grows over the feasting places. 


Continued from page 10 

Any boy in the state of Morelos who wants to 
make a career of music may apply to the Maestro. 
If he proves himself ready to play in the band, he 
receives an instrument and a uniform. He earns four 
pesos (about forty cents) a day. This is hardly 
enough to live on. Most of the band members who have 
thoroughly mastered music and an instrument look 
around for better-paying jobs. 

Don Gregorio has taught hundreds of musicians. 
Ile is most proud of two who have gone on to become 
soloists in the Navy band of the eapital, one of the 
best in the republic. 
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ENGRAVINGS 


by the Mexican Master 
JOSE CLEMENTE OROZCO 


etchings, dry points, aquatints, 
covering the period from 1935 to 1944. 
With an introduction by the critic 


JUSTINO FERNANDEZ 


(Limited to seventy-five numbered copies) 


For additional information, address: 
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dancing couples. Equipped 
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We will Ue very happy to cunomit our 
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LIFE 


September, 1952 


Gregorio Luyando's four-room home is on the se- 
cond floor of the Municipal Palace, an old Spanish 
colonial building. The largest room of the suite, 
which should be his sala, is devoted to hand practice 
because it has tall windows. The Maestro’s bedroom 
is also his office. It is simply furnished with a desk, 
a large double bed, and wall shrines burning blue 
electric lights to Christ and the Virgin of Guadalupe. 

When the band rehearses in the stone-walled en- 
closure, the forty musicians enthnsiastically pounding 
out Wagner and Tchaikovsky make so much noise 
that the clerks in the municipal offices around them 
shout to make themselves heard. At the tennis club 
half a block down the street, the players march and 
waltz. 

The Maestro's repertory consists of more than 
four hundred compositions—waltzes, marches, and 
overtures from the operas. His favorites are the ope- 
ras, and he laments that his boys prefer flamencos. 

When he is not teaching, organizing, or directing, 
he has composed marches for three governors, and 
a waltz and a paso doble for the mayor of Cuautla. 

“They say of me that if I should ever stop my 
work, I would die, ‘‘he said. ‘‘I know this is true. 
Onee—only onee—TI asked for a vacation because | 
was ill, couldn't bear it. In a few days I was back 
again with my children.’’ 

Ile carefully adjusted the tie of his youngest mu- 
sician, a drummer boy of thirteen. ‘‘So little time 
a life, ‘‘he muttered. 

He showed us some old pictures of himself as a 
handsome young man with handlebar mustaches— 
stiffly posed tintypes that brought back a past long 
dead. ‘‘When I die, I hope it will be at the head of 
my band, in full uniform.”’ 

He had a second thought. 
quickly, ‘‘during a publie performance 
not a be right.”’ 


‘*But not,’’ he added 
That would 
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Going to. Mexico? 
Seasoncd travelers say: 


“The dependable way to travel is by train! 


There is no question about departure or arrival—the weather's always 
fine aboard an air conditioned Pullman, and Mexico's steep mountain grades 
and plateau levels are all the same to the big new Diesels which are maintain 
ing an all-time “on time” record 


Aboard a train, each mile brings new thrills, amazing changes of scene 
close to your eyes and as far as you can see. You can marvel at it all, enjoy 
it fully, because you ‘re unconfined, completely relaxed; cared for by the 
world’s best travel experts—courteous train and diner crews 


Travel to ‘‘air-conditioned’’ Mexico City in Pullman 
or deluxe-coach air conditioned comfort 
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F. Aletorre O.G, de Velasco 
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2401 Transit Tower Bolivar 19 
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